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upon such terms; = one wos their constituents || and denen a the friends of California. A gentle- 
‘ere willing to be thus degraded. man [Mr. Winturor] the other day stated, that 
: “To this d radation of northern freemen he was || he had discovered from the first that the object | 
. opposed. He saw neither justice nor propriety in || was to prolong this debate until the Senate could || 
» it. He, for one, would oppose it; his constituents || act upon the compromise bill. ‘ 
? would oppose it. Fle felt himself as worthy of For one, sir, I declare my object to be, to stave | 
e moral and political influence.as he would be, if a || off (by all honorable means) action in this House |, 
; hundred slaves bowed beneath his lash. His con- || until the Roman-like effort now being made in the | 
. situents treated such @ proposition with contempt. | Senate of ~ United States, to save this Republic, 
: They will never consent to go into a union with || to save this Union, shall have succeeded, or shall 
. Nee Mexico, upon terms by which the owner of |) have failed. The "two great leaders of the two i 
ahandred slaves inthe mines of that country shall || great parties of the country are laboring, with an || 
h hold an apres ame Peet ant ieee aoe om an are og ave careers in any age oF 
farmers. an m r ry! eir || country, to accomplish a great and patriotic ob- || 
F consettion to a proposition so dishonorable to free- || ject. I charge, that it is the wish and design of | 
dom and to humauity, an overwhelming majority of the northern friends || 
; Mr. G. withdrew the amend ment. ? of California to defeat their noble efforts, by si- || 
§ Mr. EWING renewed it, He said the vote on || lence, by action upon the part of this House, I | 
} this amendment has now become a matter of vital || sail, sir, under an open banner; the northern |) 
Q importance. So long as 1t was opposed by the main || friends of California are moving under cover, and } 
n body of the North. solely on, the ground of its |} are silently hoping to use the President’s plan ben- || 
- impracticability and abstract character, it produced || eficially, so far as the admission of California; then || 
e no orgs SATE, iF maine Ey sir, wen repuiets and abandon tke balance of the Presi- | 
he gentleman from Ohio r. Scnencx,] who || dent’s plan. 
. baie to the Whi et gaa tonal thas he Why proceed with this debate? Why not take | 
does not belong to the Abolitionists, refuses to || up the appropriation bills? The fiscal year is about || 
) answer whether he will ever vote for the admission to end, and the appropriation bills must be passed || 
: of a slave State, and says he is in favor of apply- || by the first of July, or the public service will suffer. | 
, ing the practise of cevince ae of slavery over the We can lay the California bill aside, and take up || 
: territories until their admission, so.as to prevent || and pass the necessary appropriation bills. In the 
1 the possibility of slavery, the question yore mean time the Senate will have acted definitely upon 
t a different aspect. The people of Tennessee, sir, |} the compromise bill. If this is done, I, for one, 
, have been, and are now, in favor of the principles of || would be willing, if it was the best that could be 
) the compromise bill, They are now moving unani- || done, to see the majority of this House admit Cal- | 
Bf fegig cmey fk in fa 1, Sa 
r almos ' ie nized in nderstanding as [ do that it is the secret, if not | 
. the Southern Convention. They are essentially for || the avowed object of the friends of California, to | 
. harmony, conciliation, and union. I, sir, have || hasten action here, in order to defeat the compro- 
, supported this measure on this floor; but it is time || mise bill of the Senate, I shall continue, as | have 
' now to understand the North, before we commit || done, openly, not secretly, to accomplish my object 1 
, ourselves se to er SEDAN: ys = he prement your hemey pean ' ¥ | 
t not to misunderstand or be misunderstood; we do i entiemen of the North permit an abstrac- 
' not wish the concessions of that bill, like Dead || tion, hy om, and assumed sympathy, to override | 
. Sea fruit, “ to turn to ashes on our lips.”’ the appropriation bills andall other legislation? And 
: The a of non-intervention in the com- || for what purpose? For the purpose of getting the 
5 promise bill means, that upon the application of || President’s plan, when everybody knows that a 
' the territories for admission as States, they shall || very large alti of the northern members are | 
; : free to cour the pier ga iv or slave | wile and ready fe ran Fomasenod ss his entire | 
, tates, as they may determine. this is not so, || plan, except California. he amendment sub- | 
. and hereafter, when the compromise bill has | mitted by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. | 
: wrought its work in its other provisions, that we || SANTO % which, in my judgment, was a mere dec- | 
. are then to have a death struggle for our rights || laration of opinion, and not practically applicable | 
under it, then, sir, all adjustment is useless and || to the bill, you voted it down—a mere sugar-plum, 
woree than idfe. ‘We were warned the other day || as the gentlaman from Ohio (Mr. Roor] called it; | 
that when Mexican territory was about to be ac- || yet you are afraid to vote even forasugar-plum, if it | 
. quired, the South was duly notified that if ever am upon its face the remotest idea that you would | 
: admitted as States into the Baise, they must come || ever vote for the admission of another slave State 
in as free. Now f want no more such notifica- || into this Union. You haye raised the feelings of the | 
tions; or if made, we wish them placed upon the || North to such a pitch, that you cower before it. | 
/ | record. if no more slave States can be received I make these remarks, sir, in order that the | 
, 7 aa then the contest is over, the door |! country may understand, that while the friends of 
: of conciliation is closed, and you drive us from || the compromise bill from the Sotth are for a manly 
t your doors, although we retire in the deepest || and Pa htforward course, the majority of the 
Sorrow at the unfortunate result, I would fain || friends of California in the North are for diszuis- 
twee that this ilecmeation wit not be made, and in ing their object, which is, todefeat the compromise 
: strong and earnest faith, call upon the North || bill of the Senate, while they receive credit from 
. ‘o Support this amendment and reseue us from || the country as the silent and working members. 
ie ing danger. Why, genilemen, you. have plenty of work to do 
, r. E. withdrew the amendment. if you will do it, and you will not be opposed by the 
ut, WILLIAMS renewed the amendment. |! refractory friends of the compromise bill. Take up 
: ce said: Mr, Chairman, my colleague does not || the private calendar, or take up the appropriation 
r waif the tects run of en pena 50 : speaks || bills. (ihe mp came—five minutes out.) 1 with- 
northern members were for the com draw the amendment. 
nae, The reverse. is reue: their conduct here Mr. CASEY renewed it. 1 confess (said Mr. 
peaks Soper onenee against the Senate com- || C.) that I do not exactly understand what would 
f promise. The friends of California wish to run it || be the effect of the amendment that has been 
‘cough this House unconnected with the terri- || offered by the gentleman from Alabama, And | 
' ores, and to defeat the compromise bill. of the || ask leave to inquire of the gentleman, whether his 
: wae That is the obje _ They are fighting. proposition is intended to apply toall the territories 
P tha masked battery, They have enneen acquired by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
Seen behind the President of the United || or whether it is intended to y merely to the 
’ a They pretend to go for the President’s || territories embeaced in the amendment offered by 
. Pian, but, in reality then e for .more—they go || the gentleman from. Missouri? 
: — Soon ag they accamplish their ob- tr. INGE. The proposition is confined ex- 
, vite iaisa into the Union, they || pressly to the territories embraced in the amend- 
’ a a over the || ment of the gentleman from Missouri. It has no 
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|| ple embraced in that plan. 


|| of California. 


|| her boundary as it has been fixed by her 
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the amendment is offered, I am opposed to it. 


Mr. INGE. I will say that the principle is trae 
in its application to all the territories. 

Mr. CASEY. Ifit is made to apply to all, 1 will 
vote for the proposition; and I take occasion to say, 
in my place, that if California had come here with a 
recognition of slavery in her constitution, ! should 
have voted for her admission, if there were no 
other objection. [said so the other day, in an- 
swer to the gentleman from Kentucky; | said ‘that 
if New Mexico comes here recognizing slavery in 
her constitution, I will vote for her admission. I 
am not to be deterred from the assertion ofa prin- 
ciple, by an appeal to my constituents, any where. 
I have avowed myself here, and at homie, and 
everywhere, against ultraism. Ido not go with 
gentlemen of the South in their ultraism, nor do ft 
go with gentlemen of the North in their ultraism. 
No, sir: 

* The band of Douglass is his own, 
And never shall in friendly clasp 
The hand of such as Marmion grasp.’ 


I am in favor of the President’s plan, which the 
gentleman from Tennessee has alluded to. I teil 
him, sir, that | am not afraid to assert the princi- 
I am not afraid to gs- 


|| sert it here, or anywhere; not as applied to Cat- 


| fornia, because | am opposed to the dismembering 
I am in favor of her admission 
| as she stands, with her constitution as it is, and 
> i ant 
| in favor of her admission without amendment to 
| her constitation, and without restriction or limit to 
| her boundary, other than that embraced in her con- 
stitution. But I say the principle itwelf [| am in 
favor of; and I take occasion to say now, that itis 
the principle of the President’s plan, If you 
leave it to the people, if you refer the question to 
the people of the territories for their ree 
and decision, you must abide by that decision. 

Mr, INGE, (the floor being temporarily y:elded) 
said he understood the gentleman from Pennsy)- 
vania to explain the President’s plan as being in 
| opposition to the proposition which he had sub- 
mitted. 


Mr. CASEY, (resuming.) No, sir, | say that 





|| the principle embraced inthe proposition of the 
|| gentleman, though not as applied to California, is 


the correct doctrine; it is the substratum, the 
foundation upon which our government is based, 
and upon which all free governments rest for their 
support. I say, if you refer the settlement of 
questions of principle which are to govern a cer- 
tain people to those people, you are bound by 
their deeision—you cannot go beyond it. You 
might as well refer to a judicial tribunal the set- 
| tlement of a dispute, and suppose that you are 
bound. by the decision if it be in your favor, and 
are at liberty to reject it if it is against you. 

[ withdraw the amendment. . 

Mr. HOUSTON renewed the amendment, and 
said he had heard with great pleasure the remarks 
which had fallen from the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Casey,] as well as those, from his 
colleague, (Mr. Butzer,] and that he was happy 
to find that two at least of the sons of that noble 
and gallant State, which lay immediately adjoining 
the State which he had the honor to represent, 
were prepared to sustain him in the position wirtch 
he occupied in regard to the question then before 
the committee. He was one of those who had 
cheerfully voted for the amendment of the horora- 
ble member from Kentucky two days since, not 
with a view to embarrass. the bill then under con- 
sideration for thé admission of California, for such 
would not be. its effect, but because it contained a 
great and cardinal republican principle, which lies 
at the foundation of our whole system of Govern- 
ment, and because it contained an abstract propo- 
sition, the truth and justice of which is a9 obvious 

| in itself, and so vitally essential to the harmony 
and stability of the Union at al times, that he 
could pot let any, opportunity, and least of elf the: 
present, pase wit ully and emphatically affirm- 
ing it, so far as he could do so by his vote, He’ 
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had cheerfully voted for that amendment, and he 
should cordially support the one now offered by 
the honorable gentleman from Alabama, for the 
sare reason, because it contained the same sub- 
stantial principle, on which he was willing to risk 
notonly his political existence, but if necessary, his 
life, and even this Union iteelf. For it is manifest 
that when, the issue, which had been made here 
to-day and day before yesterday is again presented 
in a tangible and practical form to the people of 
this country on the broad ground which has been 
assumed by some who have participated in this 
debate, it will at once resolve itself into a question 
of disunion—of open and undiaguised dissolution— 
and nothing can prevent it. And when that day ar- 
rives, and that fatal and disastrous issue is again dis- 
tinct!ly made and presented to the people, that no 
State is hereafier to be admitted into this Union, 


under any circumstances waatever, without a pro- | 


hibition of slavery in her constitution, disunion, 
he repeated it, must and would. be its inevitable 
result; and when disunion followed on such an 
issue as that, he would here take occasion to say 
to.gentiemen from all sections of the country, that 
not yon blue stream which now winds its tranquil 
course beneath his eye, would -mark the line of 
separation, but on the bold banks of another anda 
broader river, where the longest and the loudest 
of the roars of the Revolution were heard, and 
the hardest of its thunder-shocks had been felt, 
would that line be drawn. For firm and uncom- 

romising would be the stand which every slave- 
Poldieg State in the Union, and Delaware with the 


rest, would then be constrained to assume and | 


maintain, at all hazards, against such as would 
di@ate dishonorable and unequal terms to at least 
one-half of the sovereign States of this Union. 
He did not wish, however, to be misunderstood, in 
the tenor of his remarks on this subject. He 
was in favor of the admission of California, with 


her present limits and her present constitution, | 


and should vote for the bill now before the com- 
mittee for that purpose, at the earliest moment he 
should have an opportunity of doing so; and in 
doing so he should consider that he was acting in 
strict and faithful accordance with the views com- 
municated by the Executive on this subject. He 
approved of what is termed the “ President’s 
plan,” and understood it precisely as it had been 
defined by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, The 
President leaves it to the peuple of the territories 
when they prepare, by adopting constitutions, for 
admission into the Union as States, to settle this 
question of slavery for themselves, either by ex- 
cluding or establishing it as to them may seem 
proper; and so help him Heaven, if there was any 
man there or elsewhere who intended to deny this 
sovereign and republican right inherent i the peo- 
ple of every State, he was against him, and if 
needs be, against him to the death; and when 
that issue comes, if come it must, he for one should 
be prepared to meet it, as becomes a firm and 
consistent friend of the Constijution, and the clear 
and equal rights of the people of all the States. He 
should vote for the amendment submitted by the 
honorable member from Alabama, because, as he 
had before said, it contained a solemn principle, 
although an abstract one, if you please, so Tar as 
the present bill was concerned, which he most cor- 
dially apptoved, and which was involved, he be- 
lieved, in every scheme which had yet been sug- 
gested in either branch of Congress for the seitle- 
ment of the bitter and acrimonious controversy 
which had grown out of the acquisition of these ill- 
fated territories, He was in favor of the immedi- 
ate admission of California into the Union, because 
he thought the people of that State had suffered 
long enough, and far more than any other people, 
from our dissensions and distractions on this sub- 
ject, and from our utter failure thus far to provide 
any government for them; and because he believed 
that the convention which had framed the consti- 
fution which had been sent here, had voluntarily 
exciuded slavery from the State, in accordance 
with the almost unanimous wish of the people 
whom they represented, and in the exercise of an 
undoubted right for which they were responsil:le 
to no power and no authority beyond their own 
limits; and no consistent statesman, north or 
south, east or west, in his opinion, could or would 
object to her immediate admission on that ground 
alone. Gn the contrary, if the people of New 
Mexico, or any other territory in the United 
States, should prefer the exiatence of the institu- 
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tion among them, and on the formation of a State 
eonstitution..preparatory. to their admission into 
the Union, should voluntarily adopt and establish | 
it, and there should be no better ground of objec- | 
tion to its admiasion, he, for one, should feel it to 
be his duty to do everything in his power to se- 
cure its admission. No State has ever yet been 
excluded from admission on any such offensive, | 
insufficient, and aaconethaciondl ground as. this; | 
and, if in a fatal hour, one ever should be excluded 
on such a ground, itrequired no prophetic foresight | 
to perceive, that it will be che isst of admissions, | 
and the last of exclusions, from the glorious com- 
pact which now binds together, in bonds of equal 
dignity and equal rights, these free and confeder- 
ated States. ‘These were the sentiments which he | 
had long entertained on this subject, and they were | 
the sentiments by which his course and his yotes 
would be governed on this occasion; and those | 
who might differ with him, would find him stead- 
ily and inflexibly adhering to the principles which | 
he had here avowed; and that he would not depart | 
from them in any of the stages of the bill then be- 
fore the committee. 


nervous sensibility which they sometimes exhib- 


ited on this subject of slavery. Perhaps it was | 
natural in his position that he should be, in a con- | 
siderable degree, exempt from extreme agitation | 
either way. That he did not entertain such opin- | 


ions as both gentlemen from the South and the 


North had frequent!y expressed here; but so far | 
as the present question was concerned, he looked | 


upon it as a question solely fr the people of the 
respective territories to settle for themselves, when 


they come forward and apply for admission into 
the Union; and settle it which way they might, || 
for or against slavery, he held that no one here || 
or elsewhere, had any legalor constitutional right | 


to call in question their decision, 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, renewed the 
amendment. He was somewhat puzzled, he said, 
to know how to vote upon this question. At 


first he had not much doubt about it, but since || 
two of his distinguished colleagues had gone, and | 


since he found that the gentleman from Delaware 


was going with the South, he was quite frightened, | 
for he did not know what would be the conse- | 
quence, if disunion should take place and they 


should be against us. He hoped the gentlemen 
would retract, and let us act fairly and leave at 
least doubtful questions where the gentleman from 
Delaware was for leaving them, with the people 
themselves. But, seriously, he could not support 
this amendment, and he did not want to hold out 
the idea to the South, for he desired to deal frankly 
even if offensively with them. He was not willing 
to hold out the idea to the South that he believed 
that any considerable portion of the North were 
in favor of the principle of this amendment, for he 
did not believe it was the case. And he believed 
they would find, however much they might be in- 
clined to fay the flattering unction to their souls now, 
what had been demonstrated to-day by the gentle- 
man from New Jersey and others to be true, that 
when the occasion comes, although as the gentle- 


man had well said, they would not be here them- | 


selves, they would find successors who held no 
such principles. He believed it was the settled 
purpose of a vast majority of the North that no 
new slave States should be admitted into the Union 
out of territory that was now free. Let gentle- 
men make this the test of their policy; let it go to 
the country that this was a test question—though 
he did not believe it was—and fe would ask no 
better test, he would ask no better platform to 
stand upon. But there was another kind of prin- 
ciple which he thought ought to govern them, and 
it was this: when the Constitution was formed, 
the slave States then in the Union were allowed to 
have their slave property represented, five slaves 
counting equal to three freemen. It was said then 
to be evidently unjust, unless other kinds of prop- 
erty were permitted also to be represented; but 
there was nothing in the Constitution which re-' 
quired that this privilege should be extended ‘to 
new States; yet it appeared that some of the Repre- 
sentatives of the free States were rely and willin 

now to admit new slave States, and to extend to 
them this poe although the Constitution did 
not require it. ey were willing that in all the 
new States one man and five slaves should have 


He felt it due to himself to 
say, that he did not sympathize with either of the | 
extreme sections of the Union Mm the acute and | 


June 15, 


“as oer Soe as four of their free co 


NStituen 
He. un te. 


rstood his respected colleague from Lo. 


, zerne and his respected colleague from Uni, 
| county, as being willing to give to five slaves and 
| their master, in the new States, as many votes 
four of their white constituents were entitle - 
Let this fact go, to their constituents. 


Mr. WILLIAMS made a remark which did p 
reach the ear of the reporter. 
Mr. STEVENS said he did not intend to nis. 
represent his colleague. He repeated, that suc) 
would be the effect of admitting new States in 
which the institution of slavery prevailed, Every 
new State where slavery existed would be entitled 
| to a representation in the Federal Congress, based 
upon slave representation in the proportion of five 
slaves for three freemen; and the people of the 
| old Connecticut Reserve, and the honest yeoman, 
of the Union, were to be balanced against a siqyo 
representation in that way. He, for one, could 
| never agree to any such doctrive. The Constity. 
tion did not require it; and by the Constitutiog he 
would abide. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. ROBINSON renewed the amendment. Hy, 
said that Congress had now been in session nore 
than six months, the ordinary length of a long ses. 
sion, yet it had done absolutely nothing in the way 
of the transaction of the important public business 
which oughtto receive its attention. Both Houses 
have, with slight exception, been exclusively ep. 
| gaged in debating questions connected with the ad. 
| mission of Califuraia, the territories, and slavery, 
| Inthis House, we have had the President’s Ua}ifiy. 


i . ‘ 
|| nia message before us for over four months, and over 


a month ago we voted to stop the debate on Tyes. 
day last, so as to cease talking and commence act- 
ing. Inall this time, I have forborne to say one 
word upon any of these subjects, as I preferred io 
show my faith by my acts rather than by profes. 
sions. I have been ready and anxious to vote, 
but not to speak, and no one who has either heard 
or read the speeches that have been made can {iil 
| to conclude, that however able, and eloquent, and 
patriotic many of them have been, taken as a 
whole, they have done infinitely more harm than 
good, by tending, as they have, to excite and in- 
flame the public mind, but for which the country 
would be tranquil and happy. . Believing this, [ 
say, I have foregone any disposition | have had to 
mingle in these discussions, even at the risk of 
being misrepresented and assailed, as | have been 
at home. It is the conclusion, [ find, of many 
persons, that a member of Congress must needs 
speak upon every subject that comes up, or be set 
down as of no account whatever; yet if he does 
do 80, he subjects himself to the just censure of the 
same class of men for thus delaying the public 
business. 

I have been ready and anxious to vote for the 
separate admission of California from the first 
moment she presented us her constitution. | am 
no less willing and desirous of giving proper gov- 
ernments to New Mexico and Utah—in short, of 
action upon all these questions, each by itsel’. 
Action, not talking, is what the people demand of 
us, and almost any kind of action is better than 
the miserable no-action policy recommended to us 
by the President. 

Bat, my one object I had in rising at this time 











is, to call the attention of the people to the spec- 
tacle we are now exhibiting. We resolved, over 
a month ago, that we would stop this debate last 
Tuesday. It was thought five months and more 
was quite time enough to debate one’ subject. 
Under our rules, however, after the regular debate 
ceases, a member can move an amendment, ar 8 
allowed five minutes to explain it. Availing (hem 
selves of this, we find that one avendment 8 
moved, the member moving making a speech 
thereon, withdraws it, and his friend who next 
gets the floor rerfews it, and so on to the end. 
Thus, instead of closing debate, it appears ¥¢ 
have renewed it in another form, likely to prove 
far more acrimonious and unprofitable than under 
the hour rule. Now, that those who oppose 
admission of California should seek to ingr 
amendments upon the bill, and otherwise emer 
rass its passage, is natural, and perhaps not v 
fair or i per. But, that those who claim 
be leaders, exclusive friends of California, should, 
as has been the ease, contribute also by ‘het 
motions and es to delay action on this 


subject, is past my comprehension. For be * 
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nown everywhere, that the South alone is not 
responsible for all these motions and delays for 
three days past. Let any man look over the de- 
iaie, and he will find that, though southern gen- 
tlemen have made more speeches, yet you will 
fnd that northern gentlemen, who will have Cali- 
fornia alone, if we believe their professions, and 
nothing else, have furnished most unnecessarily 
and unwisely the text for these speeches. The 
country cannot fail to see that all such motions and 
speeches are out of place and suicidal on the part 
of those who desire to bring the House to a vote 
on this question, and f have used five minutes to 
invite attention to the fact. 

A word as to the amendment now under consid- 
eration, @ vole upon which has so strangely ex- 
cited some gentlemen in the South. I have rarely 
heard it questioned by any one, that the people, in 
forming a State constitution, have nota right to do 
as they please in reference to slavery, and that no 
objection can rightfully be made against their ad- 
mission into the Union, let them decide it as they 
may. And surely Whigs of the North who ad- 
yocate the President’s plan, must admit this, for 
he urges no action by the Government, in orderto 
jet the people do this very thing. 

He withdrew the amendment. * 

Mr. VINTON renewed the amendment. He 
said, the President had transmitted to the House 
the constitution of California, and the question 
now before us is, whether that constitution shall 
be accepted. That is what the bill now under de- 
bate proposes to do, and it proposes nothing more. 
Now, sir, | shall vote for nothing that does not 
jead directly to a decision of that question, discon- 
nected from all extraneous matter. I shall, 
therefore, vote against the amendment now pro- 
posed, and against that which my colleague (Mr. 
Scuenck]} has given notice of his intention to offer, 
and all others of a like character. The amend- 
ment, in substance, is a declaration that it shall 
not be an objection to the admission of any State 
hereafter that the constitution of such State admits 
ot excludes slavery. By this I suppose it is in- 
tended to declare that it is no constitutional or 
legal objection to the admission of a State that its 
constitution prohibits or recognizes slavery. Let 
me take one of these alternative propositions first, 
which is, that we shall declare in this bill that it 
shall be no objection to the admission of a State 
that its constitution prohibits slavery. What prac- 
tical purpose, sir, can that answer? If any prin- 
ciple is more firmly established than any other by 
the legislation of this country and by the opinion 
of the nation, it is thatvery one. Since the adop- 
tion of the Constitution, not less than seven States, 
with constitutions excluding slavery, have been 
admitted into the Union. It has, then, been seven 
times affirmed by every branch of the law-making 
pee that it is no objection to the admission of a 
State that its constitution prohibits slavery. And 
it has been still oftener affirmed that it is no objec- 
tion to the admission of a State that its constitution 
admits of slavery, since a greater number of slave 
than of free States have been admitted. This is 
the solid and immutable basis on which both parts 
of this proposition stand. And for one, sir, ag a 
Representative from a free State, l am not willing 
to weaken it by voting for a proposition that, if it 
have any efficacy, carries with it an inference or 
implication that the position is in danger or 
doubt, and requires to be reaffirmed. Ido not 
wantany such declaration in behalf of the free 
Statesand | am not willing to give, and shall not 
give, any vote that may imply that there is any 
doubt or question about the right to admit a State 
with a free constitution. And if | were the repre- 
sentative of a southern State f would not vote for 
* declaration that carries with it an implication that 
the right to admit a State with a constitation allow- 
ing slavery does not stand on an immutable basis 
by the repeated and solemn sanctions it has re- 
ceived, Again, sir, lam opposed to this declara- 
ion, because, as it is now proposed to be intro- 
duced, it is not legislation, and has nothing to do 
with the question before us, but is a mere idle ab- 
straction, which nobody ever disputed. To intro- 
duce such abstractions into practical legislation is 
eon the House inde @aetening ans resolving 





He ae the amendment. 
r. PHENS, of Georgia, renewed the 
amendment, and said: 1 wish, Mr. Chairman, to 

&® question to the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
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TON,) who has just taken his seat. I wish to know 
if he would vote for the ad mission of a State into the 
Union with a constitution recognizing African sla- 
very? He has just said that there could be no 

legal or constitutional objection to the admission 
of sucha State; but there might be some ** senti- | 
mental objection. We have heard strange doc- | 
trines lately—we have heard of principles and senti- | 
ments higher than the law, and carrying obliga- | 
tions stronger than the Constitution. It is useless. | 
for the gentleman totell me that there could be no 

legal or constitutional objection to the admission 

of a slave State into the Union. That I know | 
quite well. And it is equally useless for him to sell 
me what has been the past history of the country | 
on this subject: that L also know quite well. But | 
I know likewise, that there isa party in the North | 
who aver that there shall be no more slave States, 

notwithstanding there is no legal or constitutional | 
objections to their admission; and I want to know | 
if the gentleman from Ohio belongs to that party. 
I therefore put the question directly to him, and 
ask himif he would vote for the admission of a 





State with a constitution recognizing slavery? 1) 


put the question to him, and [ want him to an- 
swer it here, in the presence of this House, and 
before the American people. I pause fora reply. 
Several Vorces. He is silent. 
Yes, (continued Mr. S.,) the gentleman is silent. 
I call upon the House and the country to note 
the import of that silence. If the amendment pro- 


posed be such a bare abstraction as he represents | 


it, why does he not respond to my plain, but di- 
rect question? Tam bound to infer, sir, that he 
would not vote to admit.a State, if the people in 
any of our territories should form a constitution 
with slavery. And I am bound to infer the same 


thing of all those other gentlemen around me, who | 


profess to be for the President's plan, as they call 
it. That plan, Lam bound to believe, was under- 
stood by the President to be nothing but the adop- 
tion of the principles of this amendment for the ter- 
ritories. That principle is, to let the people decide 
this question for themselves when they form a 


State constitution; and yet, strange to say, only | 


two gentlemen of the Whig party from the North 
(Mr. Burver and Mr. Casey,} both of Pennsyl- 
vania, have this day risen and declared on this floor, 
that would they stand by that plan in good faith. 
1 call the especial attention of the House and the 


country to this fact; and I ask any fair and can. | 
did man, if my colleague [Mr. Toomss] was not | 
right the other day, when he charged upon mem- | 
bers of this House who had pretended to esponse | 


that plan, purposes of fraud and deception? You 
cannot escape from it. 


so far as it suits your interest. You will let the 


people settle the question, provided they settle it | 


your way, but if they do not, then you will reject 
their application to be admitted as States. Sir, | 
want this House purged upon this question. | 
want no equivocation, no evasion, no dodging, 
and no skulking. 


ing by fraudulent practices to make people believe 
that you are when you are not. [| intend to speak 
plainly to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron.] 
He cannot deceive m@ in this matter. 
he vote on the bill introduced last session by the 
present Secretary of the Navy, to allow the people 


of California to form a constitution for themselves || 


untrammeled by Congress. That was the plan 
of the President. Was he then for it, or was he 
for loading it with the proviso? Let him answer 


me. 
Mr. VINTON interposed and said, he did not | 


vote upon it at all—he was in the chair. 

Mr. STEPHENS continued; yes, sir, | know 
that. But was he forthe bill? Would he have 
voted for it if he had been out of the chair? 
would he vote for a similar bill now, for the other 


territories? That is the question | put to him, and | 


he ,is again s.'-nt. Now, sir, 1 ask, is this fair 
dealing, and do gentlemen really think they can 
humbug me, eee = country in this 
wa pre ing that their opposition to 
on a is for abies reason thus because 
it is an abstraction, thrown in to embarrass the ad- 
mission of California? 

‘One word, sir, in reply to another gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. @8,} who comes out boldly, 


You are for the plan only | 


If you are for the President’s | 
plan, if you are in favor of leaving this question | 
for the people, untrammeled, to decide for them- | 
selves, have the manliness to say so; and if you | 
are not, don’t show the pusillanimity of attempt. | 


How did | 


Or | 
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ent ey, 








and declares his opposition to the admussion of 
any more slave States. He says, that these north- 
ern gentlemen who are willing to allow slave Siates 
to be admitted, are for putting their free conatitu- 
ents of the North oma footing with southern slaves. 
I deny it. I join issue with him upon the fact. I 
say that his assertion is groundless and gratuitous, 
1 have heard a great deal upon this floor about the 
political power secured to the South on account of 
the two-fifth representation. That gentleman has 
just said, that one man with one thousand slaves 
in New Mexico, would have as mach power in 
this Government, as six hundred freemen of the 
North. I deny the fact. A freeman in Pennsytva- 
nia and a freeman in Ohio, has as much influence 
and power in this Goverument under our Consti- 
tution, as a freeman has in Georgia, Virginia, or 
any other slave State. And a freeman im any one 
of those States with a thousand slaves, has no 


i 


|| more power or influence, has no more privileges, 
|| immunities or franchises under the Constitution of 


| the United States, than a freeman in the freest 
|| State of this Union has. This whole argument 
against the South on account of the two-fitth rep- 
resentation rests upon assumpuons which are 
|| unjust and untrue. Instead of giving the South 
|| additional power, it ia actually restrictive of her 
|| power. This 
| (tere the hammer fell.) 
amendment. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, renewed the 
amendment. He sail, the gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. Vinton] says that the proposinon now be- 

| fore the committee is one about which there can 
be no controversy—that it is settled—and that he 
will not throw doubt upon such a proposinidh by 
| voting for it. Does the gentleman, then, desire to 
| throw light upon it by voting against ut? ~Now, | 
| understood the gentleman to be stlent when he was 
| asked whether he had voted for the admission of 
a slaveholding State, or whether he would vote for 
| the admission of such a State hereafier. | under- 
| stood the gentleman, by his silence, to assume this 
position: that he would not vote as a question of 
|| policy—not upon legal or constitutional grounds—- 
|| that he had committed himself not to vote 
| Mr. VINTON. The gentleman has no right to 
|| assert any such understanding. 

Mr. STANTON. Why, then, did not the gen- 
tleman answer when the question was put to him? 
|| Now, | understand that the Legislatures of fourteen 
of the northern States have declared againat the 
admission hereafter of any slaveho!ding State into 
the Union, This is the sum and substance—this 
is the gist of of the whole question. This is the 
pivot upon which it turns—this is the pivot upon 
which this Union is balanced 

Mr. DUNCAN interposed, and (Mr. S. yielding 
the floor) was understood to suggest that the dec- 
laration of those Legislatures had been qualified so 
far as to make it applicable to States made out of 
territory now free. 

Mr. STANTON, (resuming.) I know that the 
non-slaveholding States have begged the question, 
by assuming that the territories recently acquired 
from Mexico are free; but when the question comes 
|| toa vote here, their Representatives have invariably 
| considered it necessary to impose upon those ter- 

ritories the Wilmot proviso, which, if heir doc- 
trine had been true, or if they themselves believed 
bit to be true, was altogether unnecessary. 1 can 
|| well conceive how thése gentlemen, who always 
voted against the Wilmot proviso, can consiat- 
|| ently vote for the propositions before the commit- 
‘| tee. 1 honor those gentlemen who uniformiy 
maintain the principle in that proviso. But as 
regards any other northern gentieman who votes 
for the Wilmet proviso, and, at the same time, 
declares himself in favor of that proposition, | say 
| am unable to comprehend the consistency of 


his ition. 

Mr. BISSELL (interposing, and Mr. 8. yield- 
/iog the floor) said, did | understand the gentie- 
man to assert, that fourteen of the non-slavehold- 
|| ing States had passed resolutions declaring that 
|| no slaveholding States should hereafier be ad- 
|) mitted into the Union? 

|| Mr. STANTON. I understand so. — 

| Mr. BISSELL. The geatieman js mistaken-— 
ether mistaken. 

| SE, STANTON. if 1-am so, am: happy to 
| be corrected. | withdraw the amendment. 


Mr. CLINGMAN renewed the amendment. 





Mr. 8. withdrew the 




















































He was aware that a vast number of the States of 
the North had passed resolutions asserting that no 
more slave States should be admitted mto the 
Union. He stated that the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Mawn,} had stated that fourteen 
of the free States had passed resolutions in favor of 
the proviso, and that gentleman was better in- 
formed on the subject than he (Mr. C.) was. He 
hed seen the resolutions of some of States. 
‘Those of Vermont and Massachusetts had decided 
that no more slave States ought to be admitted into 
the Urion, He had read over these resolutions, 
and he had no doubt that ali the New England 
States had so decided. : 

Mr. FULLER. There is oneexception. The 
State of Maine had passed no such resolutions. 

Mr. CLINGMAN resumed. Maine then was 
an exception. How had it been with the State of 
New. York? Had she made a similar decision? 

Mr. JOHN A. KING. Her decision may be 
guthered from the resolutions of her Legislature, 
which he had presented ashort time ago. She 


affirmed that Congress had no right to extend | 


a over the free territories which we have 
recently acquired. 

Mr. CLINGMAN said the limitation made no 
difference. lt was not, however, a matter of much 
moment how many States there are. There was 
a great majority of the free States. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said that almost 
all the free States had passed resolutions in favor 
of the Wilmot proviso, which was the same thing, 

Mr, CLLINGMAN said he knew that. Califer- 
nia knew as well as we know. on this ffoor, that her 
eureat way to get admission into the Union was 


to insert in her constitution a clause prohibiting 


slavery. 


Mr. CARTTER. was recognized, and yielded | 


the floor, for explanation, to 
Mr. CASEY who merely wished to say, in an- 


swer to the declaration of his colleague, [Mr. Sre- | 
vens,} that he wanted it to gooutto his (Mr,C,’s) | 
conautuents, that he (Mr. C.) would give as much | 
power to a slavehalder owning five negroes as four | 
of his, constituents had—that he (Mr. C.) denied | 
The representation, was not | 


the principle im toto. 
of the slaveholder, but of the negroes themselves, 
and a slaveholder in New Mexico, even if he 
owned fifty slaves, would only have the same vote 
as one of his constituents, 

He would return his colleague’s compliment by 
saying that he wished it to go out to the thirteen 
or fourtoen thousand Whigs of Lancaster county, 
who voted for General Taylor, that, although his 
colleague [Mr. Stevens] had made three or four 
speeches, he had not said a word in favor of the 
eminently statesmanlike and patriotic plan of the 
Administration for the settlement of this great 
question. 

Mr. CARTTER resumed, and said he had not 
obtained the floor for the purpose of making a 
speech, but bringing the amendment to a vote. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I wishto know whether 
the amendment is under the control of the gentle- 
raan from Ohio? 

Mr. CARTTER. I don’t withdraw it whether 
it is or not 

After-some conversation on the point of order— 
it appearing that Mr, Cartter had not renewed 
the amendment, 

Mr. GORMAN es addressing the Chair, 
and renewing the amendinient, 

The floor was given to the latter gentleman. 

Mr. GORMAN said: Mr. Chairman, I had not 
intended to have said anything upon this subject. 
i thought it the-best policy for those who, acting 
with me, wete in favor of the admission of Cali- 
fornia, to have remained silent; but some remarks 
which have fallen from the Whig side of this 
Tiouse, L thinks shoald not go unnoticed. The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Sewencr] was in favor 
of applying the Wilmot proviso to our territories, 
and thereby keep them free, while Congress had 
the power, ashe conceived, to legislute for them, 
und that when they were ready to form their own 
constitution and ask for admission into the Union, 
they surely would then prohibit: slavery. This, 
Bir, 18 0 ee that he will not con- 
sent to vote for the admission of any State into the 
Union unless it . 

Gentlemen are to African slavery, and 
have agitated the. here and elsewhere, until 
the very Union iteelf is now and. se- 
rloysly threatened with dissolution, They never 
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think that, by the Wilmot proviso, they meke 
white freemen slaves, and compel them, without 
letting them be heard, to take such institutions as 
the gentleman from Ohio and his coadjutors would 
impose upon them. 

Sir, I held no political communion with any 


arty who refuse to trust the people to mould their 
institutions to their own liking. That party which | 


refuses to trust the people with political power, is 
unfit and unworthy, politically, to be: trusted them- 
selves, 

The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,} dis- 


tinguished for hislong and able services, says.that | 
it iano objection to the admission of a State into | 


the Union that she establishes or prohibits slavery ; 
yet he studiously avoids answering the question 
put to him by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Toomss,]| and the gentleman from Tennessee, [| Mr. 
Sranron,} whether he would now vole to admit a 
slave State into the Union? The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Stevens] says it is the settled 
determination of a large majority of the North, 


that ne more slave States shall be admitted into | 


this Union, The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gip- 
pines,] solemnly, in his place, declares that such 
is the determination of his constituents and of 
the people generally of the North. This may. be 
true with the Whig party, with whom those. gen- 
tlemen act. Sir, the Whig party of the: North 
have echoed the Free-Soil-Abolition sentiment, to 
wit: ** No more slave States to be admitted into 


the Union,” with a few honorable exceptions, and | 


those exceptions, too, chiefly confined to the North- 
west. 


Sir, the Constitution we have sworn to support, | 


June 15, 


ments, or.the sentimentsof the State which he had 
the honor in part to » desired to read the 


— resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 


w York, on the subject of slavery, to. whi 

had refesneds o ws 
No objection, being made— 
Mr. KING read the following: 


Resolved, (it the Assembly coneur.) That the determing. 
tion indicated by the governor’s messages and the resolutions 
of the Jegislatares. uf various of the slaveholding States 
and by the representatives of such States in Congress, 1c 
extend domestic slavery over the territory acquired by the 
late treaty of peace: with the Republic of Mexieo, we feo) 
bound to oppose by all. constitutioaal means ; and recogni. 
zing the constitutional power of Congress to prohibit by 
positive enactment, the extension of slavery into free terri. 
tory, our Senators in Congress are hereby instrneted, ang 
our Representatives requested; to use their best ¢ florts to jp- 
sert such a positive prohibition into any law they may pass 
for the government of the territories in question. 

Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That our Senators jp 
Congress be ipstructed, and our Representatives requested 
to resist firmly, aud to the numost of their ability, and by 
such positive legisiatiow as may be necessary, the extension 
of human slavery, or the jurisdictionof Texas over any 
part of New Mexico. 

Resolved, (if the Assembly eoneur,) That we have learned 
with great satisfaction tbat the people of California have 


| adopted a constitution which is entirely in accordance with 
| the spirit of the free institutions of our country, and our 


Senators in Congress are hereby instructed, and our Repre- 
sentatives requested, to aid in the passage of such laws ay 
may be necessary to. admit that State into the Union. 
olved, (if the Assembly coneur,) That the people of 
this State are desirous of preserving. inviolate the feder,) 
Union, and that they will strenuously oppose all attempts, 
from whatever source they may emanate, or under what. 
ever pretence they may be made, to effect its dissolution, 


To that extent (said Mr. K.) my responsibility 
goes, and no further. 
The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 


and that we are solemnly bound to observe and || Tuomas, was taken, and agreed to. 


maintain, declares that ‘*‘ new States may be ad- 
mitted by the Congress into this Union,’’ with 
but one qualification, viz: that her constitution 
shall be republican in form. The doctrine that 
no State shall be admitted into this Union, unless 
her constitution prohibits slavery, is anti-repub- 
lican—contrary tothe genius of our institutions, 
and a violation of the sovereign rights of freemen, 
and a vital stab at the equality and rights of the 
States. You want negroes to be free! but you 
want to make slaves of white American citizens. 
If the freemen of the territories are capable of 
modeling their institutions for the government of 


the domestic relations between husband and wife, | 
arent and child, guardian and ward; they must | 


e, and they are, capable of regulating the. rela- 
tion of master and servant. 

Sir, a distinguished gentleman in the other end 
of the Capitol who, not long since, bore the banner 
of the Whig ame iv the great Empire State, and 
to whom the whole Whig party of the North did 
homage, has proclaimed that there is ‘‘ a power 
higher than the Constitution,’’ Sir, if we are to, 
sit still, and see encroachments upon that sacred 
instrument made day after day, hour after hour, 
and month after month, until itis torn to pieces 
by the ruthless hand of agitators, we had as well 
give upour Uniomatonce. Sir, if the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Scnenck] will stand upom the 
doctrine of the: present Chief Magistrate, in re- 
gardto the right of the people to form constitu- 
tions for themselves, I will give him my hand; 
and, so far as that point is concerned; welcome 
him into the Democratic ranks. But there are 
but few. Whigs in the northern States who can 
stand, up boldly on this floor, and proclaim: that 
they would vote, to-day, to admit a slave State 
into this Union that had been formed by the in- 
dependent votes of independent freemen: For, 
sir, when they return home they would: be: met 
by their former declarations, that no more slave 


States should be admitted into this Union formed, 


out of territory now free. Since the present 


Chief Magistrate has repudiated that declaration: 


in his message now before the committee, some 
gentlemen are beginning to hesitate, ‘‘sqairm,” 
back out, and apologize, rather than to seem to re- 
fuse to follow the hand of power and patronagey. 
and by this cry, the Whigs, with the aid-of Free- 
Soil Abolitionists, have Meaten down and: de- 


stroyed many of our best Democrats, who, dated.|! 
to stand by the Constitution and the rights. of the: 


people, to settle this question for the 


ves. | 
Mr. THOMAS moved that the eommi 


but waived the motion temporarily at. the request 


of ‘miki 
Mr. J. A. KING, who, in order, he-said ,. that 


there might be. no mistake about his own sentir. 


So the committee rose and reported. 
CALIFORNIA DEBATES. 


Mr. GILMORE moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the resolution relating to the pur- 
chase of certain, copies of the debates of the Cal- 
ifornia Convention, to form a. State, constitution, 
had yesterday, been referred to the Comunities on 
Printing. 

The motion was entered, 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpar, June 15, 1850, 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid vefore the Senate 
a communication from the Department of War, 


| made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate 


of the 10th instant, calling for information in rela- 
tion to the practicability of deepening the entrance 
to Mobile bay; which was read and ordered to lie 
on the table, 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. HALE presented a.memoria! of clergymen 
of the city of ton, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, asking that a public vessel may. be employed 
to carry delegates, from the. United States to the 
Peace, Convention, to. be held at. Frankfort, im 
Germany; which was.ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, two petitions from citizens.of New Hamp- 
shire, asking that the right.of trial, by jury may be 
allowed to fugitive siaves. 

Also, a.petition from. citizens of the same, ask- 
ing that.slavery maybe abolished in.the Disuict of 
Columbia, 

Also, from the:same, asking. that slavery may be 


‘prohibited by.Jaw.in all the Territories of the Pj uited 


Siates. 

Also, a petition!from citizens.of the same, asking 
that no State-may. heveafier be admitted inio the 
Union whose conatiturion does not prohibit sla- 
very within its. limits. 

Also, four petitions, from citizens and femele 1n- 
habitants of the Swteof Pennsylvania, asking he 
adoption of. measures, for abolishing slavery 


throughout the United States, or relieving the peo- 


ple of that State from sibility of aiding 
lisisupport; alhof which reveral petitions. were oF 
asfAlso, & peution of euisene.of Champlain, New 
a peution of. citizens of Champlain, 
York, asking the ion.of. measures for the ad- 
j of. international difficulties by arbitrauion, 
"ysis coves referred to the Committee on F'oreige 


pr rereer ition from inhabitants of the State of 
. my andnavy may beabol 
ished, and thas, of the Conatitution which 


a 
= 
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ud Co the power to declare war ma Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of Biaty be directed to report | taini i iginal saint th izinal " 
nfers on ' pow ¢ y , ! the original commissions, the original pat 
he amended; which was ordered to lie-on the tabie, || ® the Senate any evidence eter ee Se ente ot the land, and a great many other things of 
be y in the | & y 
of Mr. MASON p ed a memorial from the || United States against vessels entering our ports. i that sort. There ean of course no blame attach 
ne faculty of the Me ical Department of the George- Mr. SHIELDS sabmitted the following resolu- || the Department in a case of this Bort, because 
town College, in the District of Columbia, asking || tion, which was considered and agreed to: |} it must be @ matter of judgment which testimony 
an approrpriation to-aid in the establishment of an || “Resoted, ‘That the Committee on Pensions be instructed || Should prevail; and here is an accumulation of tes- 
infirmary for the sick and disabled poor; which || to inquire into the expediency of allowing an increase of | timony to countervail the testimony by which the 
a. was referred to the Committee on the District of |} pension to Gustavus Heimberger, who wasseverely wounded | money was drawn in the first instance, some twenly 
na lambia. ia an action near Tampico, in the late war with Mexico. || oF thirty years ago. In the conversations which 
* Mr. FELCH presented.a petition of citizens of Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- || have grown out of this business, this question hns 
ie Michigan, asking the establistiment of mail routes olution, which was considered and agreed to: || arisen: whether the payment thus made by the de- 
. from Grand Rapids to Mackinac, from Saginaw to Sacra That the Committee on the Post Office and Post H partment upon testimony filed is final and conclu- 
b Grand Taverse bay, in the State of Michigan, —* inatructes to inquire into the expediency of stub- || sive, or whether it may not be recovered back. 
y ; ishing a post-route from Pine Bluff, Arkansas, via Monti- | : ; : 
i which was referred to the Committee on the Post || celio, Dry Ridge, Lacy, Fountain Hill, to De Bastrop, and | !t is perfectly clear in this case that one of these 
rn Office and Post Roads. report by bill or otherwise, : } families should refund the money, and the ques- 
z Mr. HUNTER presented a memorial of physi- Mr. KING submitted the following resolution, 1 tion is, whether these adjudications areso final that 
” cians, and other citizens of Fredericksburg, Vir- || which was considered and agreed to: | the money cannot be recovered. he object of 
i inia, asking that the rank of medical officers of || Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- this resolution is to get the Judiciary Commitiee 
: the navy may be assimilated inA ye to that ie a Seat tie neon ne a B oa up this me and I make bee statement 
, cers of like grades in the medical department of the ‘ , ie “Ave || of facts to ahow that it is a matter of some import- 
“ ary; shies was referred to the Committee on oa mene mepre ee bale oukneth keine tated ; ance, and that they ought to provide seme means 


Naval Affairs. ; 

Mr. KING submitted docunients in relation to 
the claims of the State of Alabama for interest.on 
the two and three per cent. funds of that State, 
arising out of sales of public lands within her limits; 
which were referred to the Committee on Public 


ands. 
7 Mr. SHIELDS submitted documents relating to 
’ the claim of Gustavus Heimberger, an officer in 
. the late war with Mexico; which were referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 


THE MORMONS. 


Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of 
James J. Strang, George J. Adams,.and William 
Marks, Presidents of the Church of the Saints, 
Apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ, and witnesses 
of his name unto all nations, asking that Congress 
will passa law giving the consent of the nation 
that the saints may settle upon and forever occupy 
allthe uninhabited lands of the islands in Lake 
Michigan, and to cease to sell the same to other 
persons, and asking of the people of the United 
States, as they have not allowed their brethren to 
retrain in peace with them, they will atleast suffer 
them to remain there, Separate from them. ‘The 
memorial sets forth that ten thousand men, women, 
and children, were illegally expelled from the State 
of Missouri, plundered of their posséssions, exiled 
from their homes, and driven in destitution, hun- 
ger, and want, in midwinter, to a distant land, 
passing mach of the way in the midst of foes who 
not only refused them ‘strelter'and food, but Kept 
them in continual ‘danger. If you tell us (say 
they) as some of your predecessors told our mar- 
tyred prophets while they ‘were yet alive, ‘ that 
you have no power to redress our wrongs,” then 
there is presented to the world the melancholy 
spectacle of the greatest Republic on earth, a 
christian nation, acknowledging itself powerless to 
jadge; unable to protect the right; a nation on 
whose righteoustiess half the earth rest the hopes 
of man, confessing that there ie a power above 
the law, riding down the Constitution, which 
stalks abroad to plunder ‘and banish the citizens, 
and none to rebuke; murders the anotesin in- 
nocent, and none to say ‘‘ why do ye so?”’ which 
ranctifies its deeds of violence even in the eyes of 
religious men, by blackening the fame of their 
glorious deeds with the name of crimes, which in 
their lifetime it. dared not attempt to prove, even in 
Its own tribunals. 

_ After presenting the petition and stating its ob- 
ject— 

Mr. WALKER said: As the petition is en- 
dorsed with wish that I should present it to the 
Senate, 1 move that it be received, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

the propriety 


r. » | would 
of laying the on the . [believe the 


Govern now owns no lands in that part of the 
untry, : 
Mr. WALKER. If 
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States. 
IMPEACHED CLAIMS UPON GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to present a reso- 
lution of inquiry, and I beg leave of the Senate to || 
{ claim to || 


state the facts upon which I base it, 
be the descendant collaterally of a gentleman by | 
the name of John Rogers. As the heirs of this | 
Mr. John Rogers, some fifteen or twenty years | 
ago, my family drew ‘from the treasury some 

three Or four thousand dollars; and recently an- | 


other family claiming to be the ‘heirs of this gen- || 
tleman have drawn twelve or fourteen thousand || 


dollars for the same services. So that two fami- 
lies representing John Rogers, who was a captain | 
in the Virginia State line, have presented their 

claims and obtained money from the treasury of 

the United States. I claim to be the nephew of 

this man, and according to tradition in our family, 

he died a few years after the Revolution, without 

having been married, or having children, and 

for that time we have been paid a claim which 

amounted to between three and four thousand dol- | 
lars. But the other family say that the true John 
Rogers lived a great many years longer, and as 
the amount of the half-pay would be in propor- 
tion to the time he fived, the second family got 
about three or four times as much as my family 
was paid. 

A man by the name of Williams, some fourteen 
or fifteen years ago, wrote to an old uncle of mine, 
now in his eighty-fifth year, who received this 
money as theadministrator of his deceased brother, 
and asked by what authority he received the 
money which was paid to him. My uncle an- | 
swered, stating that he received it because he was | 
the administrator of the estate.of Captain Rogers; 
because he had the diploma of Captain Rogers as | 
a member of the Cincinnati society, idenufying | 
him as the true Captain Rogers; because he held | 
two commissions of Captain Rogers establishing | 
his identity, and that he and his family had inher- 
ited the property of Captain Rogers. Well, we | 
heard no more of Mr. Williams, the prosecutor of | 
the claim of the second family, until Ll came on | 
here, when | found that some twelve or fourteen | 
thousand dollars had been paidouttothem. This | 
2s not the only case of the kind, and, in view of | 
this matter, | think the following resolution would | 
be proper: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law | 
for the reéxamination, by the judicial department of the 
Government, of aly payment wide by the executive de- | 
partinent which may be impeached by subsequent informa- 
tion communicated tothe department making the payme nt, 
and whether ong fortnes legislation be necessary to recover 
money abstracted from the weasury through fraud or mis- 


take. 
ha 
should 


to the department which paid 


In justice 
Btate that I called upon the 


this money, 


department, after learning the fact that this dou- | 


ble payment had been made, and made some in- 
— into it. The Secretary of the Interior in- 
ormed me that a bundle of papers had been filed 
as the proofs, which he had examined before the 
claim was paid, that of my living uncle 
rested on a sihgle vit, made by an old soldier. 
‘There was a whole bundle of testimony to prove 
that John Rogers who lived to the latter period was 
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\\of the United States. 
|, the resolution. 


) 


| by law for the reclamation of money thus paid 


|| through fraud or through mistake. 


The resolution was adopted. 
REPAYMENTS TO STATES. 


|. Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the Joint 
resolution supplementary to the resolution to re- 
fund money to the States which have supplied 
volunteers and furnished them transporiation, 
during the late war, before being mustered. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 


I rise for the pur- 


||, pose of making a brief explanation of the resolu- 


tion, It will be recollected that, by the act re- 
ferred to in the resolution, provision wag made to 
pay all persons, corporations, or States,any money 
expended by them in raising or equipping troops 
for the war with Mexico. It has occurred that 
some of the States have paid accounts for the 


|| raising and equipping of troops without taking 


their vouchers in a formal manner, and that 
money has rot been refunded to them by the 
United States. Thie joint resolution is sunply 
to provide that, whenever an account has been 
audited by tha State authorities, and been paid 
out of the State treasury before the date fixed in 
the resolution, the evidence that it has been. so 
audited and paid by the State, for and outof the 
State treasury, shall be held to be sufficient evi- 
dence for refunding the same out of the Treasury 
That is the whole object of 


On motion of Mr. CLARKE, severe! verbal 
amendments were made. The resolution was then 
reported back to the Senate, the amendments were 

| coneurred in, the resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, and subsequently read 
a third time and passed. 


RECESS. 
The Senate then proceeded to the conaderation 


| Of a resolution offered by Mr. Yutre, that when 


the Senate adjourns on Moitiday, it adjourn to 
meet on the Thursday following. 

After some conversation, the resolution wns 
modified so as to read that, when the Senate ad- 
journs on Thursday next, it will adjotirh to met 
on the Monday following. On which motion the 
yeas and nays were ordered; and, benig taken, 
resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber- 
| rien, Chase, Clay, Clemens, Corwin, Davis of Misniceippi, 
Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Downs, 
Felch, Foote, Greene, H»ie, Hunter, King, Mason, Morten, 
Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Smith, 
Spruance, Sturgeon, Wales, and Yulve—di. 

NAYS—Messers. Bright, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Houston, Norris, Uaderwood, Upham, 
Waiker, and Whitcomb—10. 


The resolution was adopted. 
DONATIONS OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, the Senate, 
/as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the 
| consideration of Sendte bill No. 28, being the bil 
| in relation to donations of lands to certain persons 
in the State of Arkansas. 

The bill had been reported from the Committee 
on Public Lands, with an amendment, upon which 
the question was stated. 

The amendment is as follows: 

Strike out ail a the enacting clause, cad inser ts0 f1- 
lowing: 
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That all claims to donations of Jand in the State of Ar- 
kansas, which have been adjudicated and allowed by the re- 
givter and receiver of the proper land district, in virtue of the 
provirions of the eighth section of the act of Congress, ap- 


vwed on the twenty-fourth of May, one thousand engiit 
oe ined and twenty-eight, entitled ‘An act to aid the State 
of Obvie in extending the Miami canal from Dayton to Lake 
Ernie, and to grant a quantity of land to said State, to aid in 
the construction of canais auihorized by law, and for wak- 
ing donations of land to certain persons in Arkansas terri- 
tory,’ and of other sub-equent acts of Congress on the same 
subjert, and which tave not been located and patent-certiti- 
cates iseued therefor,or which, baving been so located, were 
compelled we to other and prior rights, either in whole 
or in part, and not subsequently relocated within the period 
fixed by law, may be entered with the register of any one of 
the javd offices in the State of Arkansas, at any time within 
one year from the passage of this act, in the same manner 
and wader the same restrictions and conditions as existed 

sir 10 the twenty-fourth day of May, one thousand eight 

unitred and thirty-eight, the day la-t limite d for the location 
of these claims: Provided, Tnat no such claim shall be so 
locet-d against which fraud has been or may be alleged, 
until all objection thereto shall have been removed, to the 
satisfaction of the Cowmissioner of the General Land 
Cffice.” 


Mr. SEBASTIAN remarked that the amend- 
ment reported by the committee was a substitute 
for the original bill as offered by himself, and would 
aitain the same object, and in a manner much 
more to hisliking than the original. He hoped, 


therefore, the amendment would be adopted; and | 


it was then his intention to offer an amendment 
embracing aseparate and independent class of cases 
entirely different from the others. He would then 
move to recommit the bill with the amendments to 
the Committee on Public Lands, : 

Mr. KING said it was far from his intention to 
throw any obstacle in the way of the object which 
the Senator desired; but the method proposed by 
the Senator would effect nothing. If his intention 
was to recommit the bill, he might offer his amend- 
ment, aad have the whole matter referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, embracing the various 
objects which he desired; but the adoption of his 
amendment would not change the character of the 
bill in the slightest degree. He would, therefore, 
suggest the propriety of offering the amendment 
which the Senator has intimated, and then recom- 
mit the bill with the amendment effered by the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN accepted the suggestion of 
the Senator from Alabama, and submitted the fol- 
lowing amendment, to come in as additional sec- 
tions at the end of the amendment of the com- 
mittee: 

Be it enacted, That, after the expiration of one year from 
the passage of this act, all public lands lying within the Sue 
of AcKansas, remaining unsold, and heretotore reserved from 
sale on accountof any Spani-h or French land-claim, which 
may have heen at any time confirmed by the edicts of the 
tate ‘Territory of Arkaneas, shall be proclaimed and offered 
for sale by the Presideat of the Cuited States, and subject 
tv vale io all reapects as ocher pubiie fands. 

And be it enacted, Fc., That until the expiration of one 
year from the passage ofthis aet, any person owning orclain- 
ing any jand loeated with any such Spanish or French con- 
firwation, and whe is a purchaser thereof subsequent to 
su -h confirmation, fora valuable consideration in good faith, 
or whose assignor, mediate or turmediate, has purchased in 
good futh, or who, not being such owner or claimant, is in 
the actual possession and cultivation of the same, or who, 
not being an occupant, shall be owner of legal claim or title 
where there is net an adverse possession, shall be en- 
tiled to a right of preémption to such land; and such per- 
son, Or the legal representative of any sucli person, shall be 
Bitowed ty enter and purchase the same at the minimuin 
price of the pablic lands, at any time within one year trom 
the pas age or this act, in legal subdivisions ef not less than 
furty acres, in the same manner as other preémptors: Pro- 
vided, Such person, so claiming such land, shall, before he 
i< allowed to enter and pyichase the same, make proof, to 
the entisfaction of the — land officers ef the cistrict 
wihin whieh such land may be situated, of the facts re- 
quired by this a t to entitte such person to such right of pre- 
euaption and purchase, under sach rales and reguiations as 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office shall pre- 
serie. 

od be it enacted, Fe., That all laws and parts of laws in- 
<eon-istent with the provisions of this act shall be, and the 
saine are hereby, repealed. 

On motion of Mr. SEBASTIAN, ihe bill was 
then recommitted to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

THE COMPROMISE BILL. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bil for the admission of California as a 
State into the Union, to establish territorial gov- 
ernments for Utah and New Mexico, and making 
proposals to Texas for the establishment of her 
western and northern boundaries; an account of 
which will be published in the Appendix. 

The Senate next proceeded to the consideration 
of Execuuve business; and afier some time thus 
apent, 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mownpar, June 17, 1850. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
Mr. BAYLY rose and asked the unanimous 
| consent of the House to enable him to submit the 
following \esolution; which, at his request, was 
read for information: 

Resolved, ‘That the bill making appropriation for the sup- 
port of the Military Academy for he year ending the 30tb 
Juve, led; 

‘Tae bill aking appropriations for the payment of reyo- 
lutiouary and other pensions of the United states for the 
year ending the 3uth of June, 1851; 

Twe bill making appropriatvens for the payment of navy 
pensions for We year endiug 30th June, 1651; 

‘The bill making appropriations tor the current and con- 
tingent expenses of the Ludian Department, aud tor fulfilling 
trealy stipulations with the Indian tribes, tor the year end- 
ing the 3uth June, 1851; 

The bill wakimg appropriations for certain fortifications 
for the year ending 30th June, Led! ; 

The bill making appropriations for the service of the Post 
Offive Department for the year ending 30th Jane, 1851; 

The bili making appropriations tor the naval service for 
the year euding Sth of June, 1851; 

The bill making appropriations tor the support of the army 
for the year ending 30ib of June, 18.1; ana 

The bill making appropriation for the civil and diplomatic 
expeuse of the Government for the year ending 30th of June, 


above, aud that they Continue to be the special order of the 
day at the same hour of the day for every day thereafter, 
Fridays aud Saturdays exeepted, ull said bills shall have 
been finally disposed of. 

Mr. BURT desired to make an inquiry. He 
asked whether such of these bills as are4n Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
could not be taken up at any moment at the pleas- 
ure of the committee? 

The CHAIR said, they could not be taken up 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, withont a previous notice to lay aside the 
question now pending before that committee. 

Objection being made by Mr. Burr to the intro- 
ductiun of the resoluuon— 





Mr. BAYLY moved to suspend the rules, in or- 
der to enavie him to introduce the resolution? 

Mr. WHITE submited, that it was notin order 
to ake any action in relation to the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill, embraced in the list of 
bills named in the resoluuion, asit had not yet been 
reported trom the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. ASHMUN rose and stated, that he had not 
distinctly heard the resolution. He desired to 
know whether the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
uon bill was included in the resolution. 

The CHAIR. ‘That bill is included. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Thecivil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill has not yet been reported by the 
Commitiee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. BAYLY replied, that he should be ready to 
report it whenever the committee should have 

another meeting. 
| Mr. BURT insisted that it was not in order to 
make such an order in relation to a bill which had 
not yet been reported. 

Mr. WHITE. That is precisely the point of 
order I made. 

The CHAIR. The question is on the motion 
to suspend the rules. ‘lhe resolution will be again 
reported. 

Ihe resolution was again read. 

Mr. BAYLY. Allow me to suggest, thatif the 
rules are suspended, | will then strike out: the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, which may 
be made a special order after it is reported. 

The CHAIR. The resoluuon is modified by 
striking out the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. MOORE. Should the rules be suspended, 
wil t be in order to move to amnd the resolu- 
tion? 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Ifthis resolution should 
be adopted, will it give the bilis named in it prece- 
dence over the bill now under consideration in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
provided that bill shall be still pending ? 

The CHAIR replied, that as the special or- 
der, these bills would be entiled to a preference. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Toen I cannot vote 
for it, or any that will wake precedence of the Cal- 
ifornia bill. 

Mr. BAYLY called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and the question, ‘Shall the 
rules be suspended?’’ was taken, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 114, nays 67; as follow: 

Y&AS—Mesers. Alberison, Alexander, Ashmun, Bay, 





lool;—he made the special order ot the day tor Monday, June | 
24th, acl o'clock, p. us.; 0 be considered in the order named | 


| 





Bayly, » Bennett, Bokee, Boyd, Breck, Briggs rooks 
Burrabes, Checter i ye B. Butler, Ee. Cabell, Joan 
Cubie, George A. Caldwell, Casey, Chander, Cole, Conger 
Daniel, Deverry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Dunean Ed. 
mundsen, Nahan Evans, wing, Pitch, Fowler, Freediey, 
Fuller, Gilmore, Gout, Gould, Green, Halluway, Ham ity % 
Hampton, Isham G . Harris, Hay, Hay mond, Hebard, Ai ps 
Hibbard, Hiltiard, Hoagland, Howard, J. W. Jackson Ww 
T. Jack~on, Jones, Kaaiman, Kerr, D. P. Kin g; George Gg 
Kivg, J. G. King, Jonn A. King, La Sere, Leffler, J. Maun, 
Mason, Matteson, MeClernand, McDonaid, MeDow: i“ 
McLanaban, R. M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, MeMutie,’ 
Meacham, Mille:, Millson, Moore, Morehi ad, Morton Net’ 
son, Nes, Otis, Quilaw, Parker, Peaslee, Pitman, Putuam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Obbins, RK binsog’ 
Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Scher mertiorn, Siivest: r, Spaulding: 
Stanly, R. H. Stanton, Strong, Taylor, James ‘1 hompear’ 
W. ‘Thompson, ‘Ihurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Waid.’ 
| Watkius, White, Wildrick, Williams, Wilsun, Winiheo,’ 

and Young—114. Pp 

NAYs—Mersrs. Allen, Ashe, Bingham, Bocock, Booth 
Bow don, A. G. Brown, Buei, Burt, Carter, Cliegman, w’ 
R. W. Cobb, Corwin, Disney, Doty, Duntam, Feathersion, 
Gorman, Hall, T. 1. Harriz, Holladay, Howe, Hubbard. 
Hunter, Inue, R. W. Jovoson, Jutian, Preston King, Liltie. 
fieid, Marshall, McGaughey, McKissock, McQueen, Meade 
Morris, Morse, Ugle, Oids, Orr, Peck, Pouer, Powell, R mt, 
Rumsey, Sickett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schoolcraft, Seddon’ 
F. P. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, ‘I’. Steveus, Stetson, 
Sweets r, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, 7 uck, Ven. 
able, Walden, Wallace, Wellvorn, Wentworth, Whituesey 
Wilmot, and Wvod—67. < 


So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended, and the resolution was 
not received. 

Mr. CALVIN, who was out of his seat at the 
ymoment his name was called, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to record his vote. 
Objection was made, 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked the unan- 
| imous consent of the House to offer a resolution, 
; giving notice that, if objection was made, he should 
| move a suspension of the rules. 
| The resolution was read for information, as fal- 
| 





t 


} 


lows: 


Resolved, (with the concurrence of the Senate,) That the 

| Speaker ot this House and the President of the Senate bri g 

| the present session of Congress to a close, by an adjourn- 
ment of theirsespective House, on Monday, the 12th day of 
August next, at We hour of twelve o’clock meridian, 


Mr. PRESTON KING inquired of the Chair 
whether this was resolution or petition day? 

The SPEAKER. Itis petition day. 

The resolution having been read— 

Ovjection was made to its introduction. 

Mr. SEEPHENS. moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended, to enable him to offer the 
resolution. 

Mr. JONES and other members asked the yeas 

and nays; which were ordered, 
| And the question, ** Shall the rules be suspend- 
ed:’’? was then taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 51, nays 116; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aibeitson, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bucock, Bowdon, A. G. Brown, 
Burt, E. C, Cabetl, George A. Caldwell, Clinguan, W. RB. 
W. Cobb, Daniel, Deberry, Duncan, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitel. Giddings, Gilmore, Green, Ham- 
iiton, Haralson, Isham G, Harris, Hilliard, Hoagland, Huila 
day, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, James L. 
Johnson, Robert W. Jolinsun, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, 
Leffler, Job Marn, Marshall, Mason, McDonald, McDowell, 
| MeGaughey, MeLanahan, Finis BE. McLean, McMullen, 

McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morehead, 
Mortis, Morse, Orr, Oudaw, Potter, Powell, Putnam, Rob- 
inson, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Frederick P. Sianton, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, 
Van Dyke, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Weliburn, Wil- 
liams, and Woodward—81. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Ashmun, Beale, Bennett, 
Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, 
Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, Cartier, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke , Cole, Conger, Conrad, lorwin, Crowell, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Durkee, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Frecdley, Fuller, Gorman, Gow, Goul', 
Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Bampton, Thomas L. Haris, 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Howe, Hunter, 
William T. Jackson, Julian, Kerr, Danie! P. King, George 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Lit- 
Uefield, Horace Mann, Matteson, McClernand, Mi Kisser k, 
Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Nes, Ogle, Oide, V0s, 
Parker, Peasiee, beck, Phenix, Pitman, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Rose, Rum-ey, Sackett, 5aw- 
telle, Schermerhorn, Schovleraft, Silvester, Spaulding, 
oe eon Hy Stanton, ee Btet-on, 

weetser, Tajlor, James Thompson, William ‘Thompson, 
Thurman, Tuck Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Walkio, Went- 
worth, White, "Whittlesey, Witdrick, Wilmot, Wilson, 
Winthrop, Weod, and Young—116. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not susy -— $ 

And the resolution was not received. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 
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meeting shall be, until otherwise ordered, at ten 


k, a. m. 
o'clock, &- woth 


ion bei 
oN ELSO moved to suspend the rules for 


The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 
Mr. JONES called for the reading of the ‘reso- 


lun, NELSON modified it by fixing’ eleven 
o’clock as the hour. : 

The resolation, as modified, was read. 

Mr. VINTON. Willit be in order to move to 
suspend the rules to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? 


The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend is 


lready pending. 

a The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Newson, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 144, 
nays 52; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs,. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashimun, Baker, ry Bennett, Bingham, Bokee, 
Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, 
Googe A. Caldwell, Calvin, Cart er, Casey, Clarke, W. R. 
W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Edmund- 
son, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, 
Giddings, Gumore, Gorman, Gou, Gould, Green,'Grinnell, 
Hall, Hdloway, Hamilton, Hampion, Harlan, Thomas L, 
Hurris, Hay, Haymoud, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Huagiand, 
Howe, W. T. Jackson, Avdrew Jonson, James L. Johnson, 
Jones, Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, Janes G. 
King, John A. King, Preston King, Leffler, Litiefield, Job 
Maun, Mason, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, McKis- 
ewk, MeLanahan, R. M.MeLane, F. E. McLean, Meacham, 
Miller, Millson, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Nes, Ogle, Olds, Orr, 
Ous, Parker, Peastee, Peck, Phaaix, Piunan, Potter, Powell, 
Puinam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, 
Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sackeit, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Spaulding, Thaddeus Stevens, Stet- 
son, Sweetser, Taylor. James Thompson, William Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Walden, Waldo, 
Watkins, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wil- 
mot, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, aud Young—144. 

NAYS—Mesers. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bissell, 
Bocock, Bowdon, Albert G. Brown, Burt, B. C. Cabell, 
Chandler, Clingmas, Colcock, Daniel, Disney, Featherston, 
Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, 
Ing, Joseph W. Jackson. Robert W. Johnson, Kaufinan, 
floraee Mann, McClernand, McDowell, McQueen, Me Wil- 
lie, Meade, Morse, Morton, Outlaw, Richardson, Robbins, 
Ross, Savage, Seddon, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- 
ard H. Stanton, Thomas, Jaceb Thompson, Toombs, Vena- 
bie, Vinton, Wallace, Welborn, Williams, aad Wood- 
ward—52. 

So the rules were suspended and the resolution 
was received, 

The question being on its adoption, 

Mr. NELSON demanded the previous question. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON. Is the resolution open 

¢ 


to amendment? 

The SPEAKER. Not pending the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON. I ask the gentleman 
to withdraw the demand for the previous question, 
to enable me to offer an amendment. 

Cries of “ No, no.” * What’s your amend- 
ment?”? 

Mr. FEATHERSTON. 
1] and insert 8 o’clock. 

The demand for the previous question was not 
withdrawn. There was a second. 

And the main question (on the adoption of the 
resolution) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. ASHE asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question; which were refused. 

And the question, “Shall the resotution be 
adopted?”? was then taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative, without a division. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE, 


Mr. BURT rose and said, that le desired to of- 
fera resolution calling upon the the President of 
the United States for information. 


The resclution was read for information, as fol- 
ws: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate Wo this House (if not ine je with the public in- 
terest) the number of vessets, the number of guns, and the 
Sumber of men that have, each year, constituted the squad- 

ppression of the African slave Wade, according 
© the treaty of Washington ; aud the annual expenses aud 
hae boon antualy caters and af staves feces oy 
uually captured, 0 ves 
that squadron; and the number of officers and men that 
have died annually in that serviee. 


Mr. PRESTON KLNG rose and objected. 
Nite eee that the rules of the ow 
_~ suspended, for the purpose of i im to 

resolution, — nee : 


Introduce the 
having 


I want to strike out 


The question was taken, and two-thirds 
Voted in the affirmative, the rules were suspended. 


\ 


And the resolution having been received, was 
co red, and, without debate, was adopted. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, by unanimous 
consent, withdrew from the files the papers in the 
case of G. K. Lewis, 
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Mr. V. to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Bavzy,] 80 to modify the resolution as 
to guard it with the weual words, * if not incom- 
patible with the public interests.” 

Mr. BAYLY saw no necessity, he said, for 


» Mr. CARLLER moved that the House reso!ve such a modification. The resolution related to no 
itself into Commitee of the Whole on the state || foreign matter. 


of the Union. 


f ||. The question Was then taken on the demand 
Some conversation followed between Mr. Me- |! 


| for the previous question, and by ayes 95, noes 


Creenanp and the Speaker as to the right to the || not counted, there was a second. 


floor. 


And the main question was ordered, and having 


Mr. BAYLY requested the gentleman from || been taken, the resolution was adopted. 


Oluo (Mr. Canrrerj to withdraw the motion to | 
go into Commutee of the Whoie or the siate of | 


the Union, to enable him (Mr, B.) to introduce || 


a resolution. 

Mr. CARTTER said he wonld withdraw the 
motion if the gentleman would renew it. 

Mr. BAYLY said he would renew it. 

Mr. B. moved a suspension of the rules to 
enable him to offer a resuiuuon, which he sent to | 
the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. McCLERNAND claimed ‘oat the right of | 
the floor was ia him, 

The SPEAKER explained. 

Some further conversatiun followed ust ween Mr. 
McCiernanp and the Speaker. 

Mr. Mc CLERNAND then objected, as a point 
of order, to a.iy contract or covenant between the 
gentlergan from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrea,) and the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. bayiy,| vy which | 
the right to the flour should pass frum one to the | 
other. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, in 
reply to the point of order of the gentleman from 
[ilindis, [Mr, McCrernanb,] that the Chair re- 
cognized no contract or agreement. 


understood, withdrew the motivn to go into Com- 


The gentle. || 
man from Ohio, (Mr. Caarrer,] as the Chair || 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 


The Chair has recognized the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,] and that gentleman made 


a motion that the rules of the House be suspended | 


to enable him to offer a resoluuion. - As to wy un- 
derstanding between the two gentlemen, the Uhair 
recognizes nothing of the Kind. 

Mr. McCLERNAND addressed the Chair-—— 

Mr. CART LER calied to order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, he rose to a point 
of order. He submitted whether it was in order 
for the gentieman from Virgie (Mr. Barty] to | 
take the floor under these circumstances ? 

Tne SPEAKER. When the gentieman from 
Ohio (Mr. Cartrer] wuhdrew the mouon that 


the House resvive uself into Comanuuee of the | 


Whole on the state of the Union, he was no longer 
entitied to the floor, ‘The gentleman from 
gima {Mr. Barty] first addressed the Chair, and 
was recognized, aud it was in order for him to 
move a suspension of the rules. 


REVENUE LN CALIFORNIA. 


The resolution of Mr. Barty was then read, as 
follows: 


Virs | 


DONATIONS OF LAND. 


Mr. McCLERNAND asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce the following 
resolution; 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to report a bill without delay, granting to each 
State in which there is, or may hereafter be, a public insti- 
tution forthe benefit of the deaf, dumb, tind, or insane, 
a section of laud for the use of such inetittition: Provided, 
That the Secretary of the Luterior shall locate said lands 
in the case of the States in which public lauds aro sitmated, 
in said States respectively, and in the case of the Staree 
where there are no public lanis, in any territory of the 
United States in which there are public lands sudject to 
private entry and sale. 


The resolution having been read, 


_ Mr. CONGER rose and objected to its introduces 
tion. 


| Mr. MeCLERNAND moved that the rules of 


the House be suspended, to enable him to intwo- 
duce the resolution. 

Mr. ROOT suggested to the gentleman from 
| Ihinots [Mr. McC iernanp] so to modify the res- 
olution as to substitute ** townships’ for ** sec 
| tions.”* 

Mr. McCLERNAND modified the resolation 
accordingly. 

Mr. CARTTER suggested, that the resolution 
should be so modified as to insert “* counties in- 
stead of ** townships.”’ 

The question was then stated to be, on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. McCLERNAND and Mr. DANIEL 
asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

‘The question was taken, and decided in the af- 

firmative—yeas 150, nays 38; as follow: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Albertson, Alexunder, Allen, Anderaon, 
| Astunun, Bay, Beule, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, 

Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, 
Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, Joseph Cable, George A, 
Caldwell, Calvin, Cartter, Casey, hasdier, Clarke, W, R. 
W. Cobb, Cole, Courad, Corwin, Crowell, Deverry, Olekey; 
| Denmick, Disney, Dixen, Doty, Vunean, Duniam, Darker, 
Nathan, Evans, Ewing, Fiuch, Fowler, Freediey, Fuiler, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Gout, Grinnell, Hall, Hamilton, Hampton, 
Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Hurtisy 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hivburd, Hithard, Hoag- 
land, Howe, Hunter, loge, Jo-eph W. Jackson, Wiittam T, 
| Jackson, Audrew Johuson, James L. Johnson, Robert W, 


|| Johnson, Jones, Jahan, Kerr, Daniel P. King, James G. 


Resvived, That the President of the United States be re- | 


quested lo coumunicale to this House the amount of money 
cullected (rum customs tn Caitiyroa trom tue period of the 
cOnciusion of Lue wae Wilh Mexico, until ie cullectur, ap- 
pouted undec the act of the tardof Marei, 1649, entered 
upou the duties of tits otlice ; and What dispusitiwy has been 
made of the money ius culiected; aud whether any has 


Deen expended, and it sey lof What purposes Buch expendi- | 
tures were made, and aise, Yader What auliorny such cui- || 
lecuons. Were made, aud under What law said woucy was || 


disbursed. 
The resolution having been read— 


The SPEAKER. stated the question to be on | 


the motion of the gentleman from Virginia [vir. 


Bayuyj to suspend the rules for the purpose of | 


enabling him to offer it. 


And the question, “Shall the rules be suspended?” 


was taken, and decided in the ailirmative, without 
a division. 

So (two-thirds voting in the affirafative) the 
rules were suspended, and the resoluuon being 


before the House, and the question being on the | 


adoption thereof— 
r. SWEETSER moved that the resolution 

be laid upon the tablé. . 

The SPEAK ER counted the affirmative vote— 
when— 

Mr. JONES called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SWEETSER withdrew the motion. 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the lous question. 

Mr. VINTON called for the reading of the reso- 
lution; which was again read. 


i 
: 


King, Joho A. King, La Sére, Leffler, Littieneld, Hurace 
Mann, Job Manu, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, MeOl-rnand, 
McDonald, McGaughey, MceKiesock, Robert M. McLane, 
Fiuis E. McLeau MeM alten, MeWilhe, Meacham, Mulvr, 
Moore, Morris, Morton, Nelson, Nes, Ogle, Orda, Otie, 
Outlew, Peuslee, Peck, Piunan, Votter, Putman, Reed, 
Reynolds, Richardson, Ri-iey, Rebbios, Robinsen, Rock- 
| weil, Rout, Rose, Ross, Kuumey, Savage, Schermechorn, 
| Schuolcrait, Shepperd, Spautdling, Stanly, FP. ?. Stanton, 
| Sweeteer, ‘raytor, Jacob Thowpsou, James Thempspa, 
| William Taompson, Thurman, ‘Toombs, Tuck, Wahien, 
| Wakio, Watkins, Wetlboru, Wentworth. White, Wturick, 


150, 

NAYS—Messra. Alston,,.Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bocock, 
Boyd, Breck, Burt, ‘Thomas B. Battier, Clingman, Conger, 
Daniet, Edwsuudson, Gidaings, Holladay, Howard, Uabbard, 
| Kaufman, McDowell, McLawahan, McQueen, Meade, Milt- 
| sou, Morse, Orr, Parker, Powell, Sackett, Swwtelie, Bed~ 
| don, Richard H. Swanum, Stetson, Tyonias, Vinioi, Wal- 
lace, Whittlesey, and Woodwaru—e. 

So the rules were suap2nded and the resolution 
was received. ' 

The question being on the adoption of the reso- 
lution, 
| Mr. STANLY suggested to the gentleman from 
| Iinois to modify his resolution so as to embrace 
| those States which should hereafter have such in- 
| stitutions. : 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he would move to 


|| Williams, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, and Young— 
} 

: 

} 


|| amend the resolution by inserting after the word 


‘+ is,” the words ** or may hereafter be,” aud be 
demanded the previous question. 
Mr. HAMPTON inquired if i would be in order 
to move an amendment to the resolution ? 


| The SPEAKER replied that no amendment was 


in order pending the demand for the previous 


uestion. 
‘ Mr. COBB, of Alabama, appealed to the genile- 
} man from Lilinois to yieid the floor. 
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Mr. McCLERNAND said he should be 
to do so, but he felt himeelf bound to d 
yielding the floor to any gentieman. 

Mr. P. KING desiced to ask the gentleman from 
diiinois to modify his resolution 80 as to give this 
quantity of land to each stitution where there 
was more than one in a State. 

Me. MeCLERNAN Daeclined further to amend. 
opens re ms desired ee padatorenet at 
ast modification accepted by 
the geatieman tonmt lites? 

Tne SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
moved it as an amendment to the resolution. In 
the opinion of the Chair, the resolution is beyond 
the power of the gentleman from Milinois to modify. 
Resolutions ordmarily are within the power of 
the mover, but when a resolution is inwoduced 
under # sucpension, (which requires a vote of two- 
thirds,) as the suspension is to introduce that reso- 
lation, it cannot be materially modified by the | 
mover; otherwise it might be converted into a | 
resolation which the House would not have sus- 
perided its rules to receive. 

Mr. HILLIARD. 
epeective? 

Cries of “ yes 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has been re- 
ported. The Chair cannot construe it for gentle- 


men. 

Mr. HAMPTON. ‘I ask for the reading ofmy 
amend ment. 

Objection was made; but 


Mr. H. stated that its object was to equalize the || 
donations of lands to all of the said institutions || 


throughout the United States. 
The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded—ayes 79, noes §2, 


ith in question was ordered to benow put; || ,. 
ee nee are now pul || lieve from authority which | cannot question 


being first on the amendment of Mr. McCLernanp 
to insert the words ‘* or may hereafter be.”’ 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The question recurring om the adoption of the 
resolution as amiended— : 


Mr. BURT moved to lay the resolution on the || 
table, and on that motion demanded the yeas and || 


8. 

Tellers were asked and ordered upon the ques- 
tion of ordering the yeas and nays, and Messrs. 
Hower and Vewasce were appointed. 

‘The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—-ayes 21—not one-fifth. 


ls the amendment pro- || 





So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the tab.2,,.and was decided in the negative. 


amended — 

Mr. PARKER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, 

The Clerk commenced the call— 

Mr, JOHN A. KING. Before the yeas and | 
nays are taken, have 1 the right to move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the etate of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. A gentleman has responded 
to his name. It is too late to make any motion 
until the roll has been called. 





And ‘the question, “Shall the resolution be 
adopted?” was taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 141, nays 42; as follow: 

YEAS—Mesars. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Ashman, Bav, Beate, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, 
Bowie, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Buel, 
Burrowe, Chester Butier, Thomas B. Butler, E. Carrington 
Canetl, Joseph Cabie, Caivin, Cartier, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, 
Dunham, Durkee, Nativan Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Fowler, 
Freedley, Fuller, Giimeore, Gott, Gould, Green, Grinnell, 
Hall, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, L. 3, Hay, 
Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Hoagland, Howard, 
Howe, Hanter, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, Robert 
W. Jonson, Jones, Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George 
GQ. King; James G. Kine, John A. Kiag, Leiter, Littieneld, 
Horace M Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, 
MeCternand, McKissock, McLanahan Robert M. McLane, 
Finis E. MeLean, Meacham, Moore, Morris, Morton, 


M 
Nelson, Ogie, Olds, Oiis, Outlaw, Peck, Phanix, Pitman, 
Foxe Putin Re, Riyotde Ray, Rian, tino, 
hate bewonercae Bk extn Sveuiding, Staniy, 
Frepertek 6, Bonet avlor wer open Eades 
1@ ' 
Thompson, Tharman, Tuek, Underbitt, Van Dyke Vinton, 


olden, Wala, Wy—thiga, BO potent yt, PUnOeeRy, 


Yourg—i4l. 


NAY 8—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bocock, ’ y 
aan oi eater 


ubbard, I J 

¢Dowell, "MeMal po, McQueen, Meade, 
Parker, Powell, Sackett, Savage, Seddon, Richard H. 
Sianton, Stetson, Phowas, Jacob Thompson, ‘Toombs, 
Venable, Wallace, Wellborn, and Woodward—42. 

So the reaolution was adopted. 2 

Mr. MeCLERNAND moveda reconsideration 
of the vote by which the resolution had been 
adopted, and that that motion be jaid upomthe 
| table. 

Ordered accordingly. 


THE SURPLUS FUND. 

Mr. SWEETSER asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce the following resolution; 
which was read for information: 

Résolwed, That a especial committee of five members of 
this House be, and the same are hereby appointed, with 
power to examine and ascertain witether the Secretary of 
the Treasury has not used or appropriated a large amount 
of money from the surplus fund, without authority of Jaw, 
which had accuinulated to said fund ander the provisions 
of the act of Congress of 1795, from appropriations made for 
| the Florida Indians, and for other purposes, under various 
specific appropriations made by Congress since 1830, and 
that said committee bave power to send for persons and 
papers. 
| The resolution having been read, 

_Mr. SWEETSER said I hive reason to be- 
| lieve that the charges—— 

The SPEAKER said no remarks were in order. 
Mr. CASEY objected to the introduction of the 
| resolution. 

Mr. SWEETSER moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended, to ¢nable him to introduce 
the resolution. 

And, two-thirds having voted in the affirmative, 
the rules were suspended. 

The resolution being thus before the House,-and 


m, Orr, 


|| the question being on the adoption thereof. 


Mr. SWEETSER said, I have reason to be- 


Mr. 8. broke off in the midst of the sentence, 
apparéntly in compliance with the suggestions of 
| gentlemen near him, and said, 

I call the previous question. 

There was a second. The main question (on 
| the adoption of the resolution) ‘was ordered, and 
| having been taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. JOHN A. KING moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. DOTY. I move to amend the motion by 
adding certain instructions, which | now send to 





i ° “a || the Chair, the object of which is to provide for 
ne question recurring on the resolution, as 


the discharge of the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union from the further considera- 
tion of the subject now before them. 

The instructions were read by the Clerk, as 
follow: 


That the committee be instructed to report, when it rises 
after its next viftitig, to ‘the House the President’s message 
transmitting the constitution of the State of California, and 
also the following bill to admit the State of California into 
the Union; and after said report, that said committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of said message. 

Whereas, The people of Catiforuia have formed tor them- 
selves a constitution and State government, and applied for 
admission into the Union as. a State ; and whereas, the said 
constitution has been officially communicated to Congress, 
and is republican ; therefore— 

Be it enacted by the Senute und House fA nara oe ee 
of the United States of vimerica in Congress » That 
the State of California, with the boundaries described in the 
said constitution, shall be one, and is hereby declared to be 
one, of the United States of America, and admittedimto the 
Union on an equal footing with the original States in all 
respects whatever. 

EC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said State of 
California shall never interfere with the primary disposa! of 
the soil within the same by the United States, nor withany 
regulations Congress may make for seeuring the title in such 
soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and no tax shall be im- 
posed on lands, the property of the United States ; Which 
said provisions are hereby declared to be fundamental con- 
—_ upon which the said State is admitted into the 

nion. 

Sec. 3. ant be it further enacted, That until the next 
general upportionment of members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be made, the said State shall be enti 6 
two Representatives in the said House; aud the Sepators 
and Representatives who have been elected the said 
State as its representatives in the Congress of the United 
States, shai] be entitled to take their sedts‘in the Senate and 
pean of fatives respectively, without further 

y. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. “rrise-to a 
question of order, 


at J. A. KUNG, (to the Chair.) Gan I accept 
endment as @ modification of i 
The SPEAKER. The Ghar toe sxiewinatine 





W. Jackson, Preston a es Sere, . 
1 
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in deciding that the amendment is not in onde, 
and the Chair will state the grounds upon whic, 
this decision is made. The motion to 2° into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
is, under the rules of the House, a privileged mo. 
tion. The gentieman from Wiseonsin (Mr. Dory) 
proposes to amend the motion of the gentlema,, 
from New York [Mr. Kine] to go into ——, 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, by addins 
a Y pam which does not come within the rule 
of privilege. Therefore, the Chair rules that the 
omerduecn is oa i order, 

r. - 1 cali for the reading of the 136:h ry) 
The SPEAKER. The rule will be read. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved tha; 

the House do now adjourn. 

(Cries, Oh! let the rule be read.] 

Mr. STANTON did not persist in his motion. 

The rale was then read, as follows: 

‘* No standing rule or order of the House shall be re. 
scinded or changed without one day’s notice being given oy 
the motion therefor; nor shall any rule be suspended ox. 
cept by a vote of at least two-thirds of the members present. 
nor shall the order of Wusiness as established by the rules. ye 
postponed orebanged, except by a vote of at feast two-thinjs 
of the members present. ‘rhe House way, at any time by 
a vote of a ihajority of the members present, suspend ‘ti 
rules and orders for the purpose of going ito Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; and also for Providing 
for the discharge of the Comuiittee of the While House 
and ofthe Cominitiee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, from ‘the further consideration of any bill referred fp 
it, after acting Without debate on all amendincnts pendigg 
and that may be offered.” , 


The rule having been read— 

The SPEAK said, the rule which has 
been Yead is perfectly familiar to the Chair, as jt 
doubdess is to most of the members of the House, 
and the additional rule since adopted has received 
a uniform construction. A resolution has been 
adopted by the House in conformity to that rule, 
and to the uniform construction which has been 
given t» it,and to the practice under it, termi- 
nating debate on the special message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States relating to California. 
But the Chair understands the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] as going be- 
yond the provision of the rule, and, therefore, out 
of order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. | Is it not in order for 
the House to instruct the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union to report. bill to the 
House? 

The SPEAKER. In reply to the inquiry of the 
gentleman from Ilinois, (Mr. Wewrwoxrn,} the 
Chair will state that the House has the power 
to instruct the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union to reporta bill. On that point 
there can be no doubt. But in order to bring such 
a motion before the House, it is requisite to move 
a suspension of the rules, The motion now pend- 
ing to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union is,a privileged motion by the 
rule; and the gentleman cannot add to that, by 
way of amendment, anything that is not privi- 
leged also. If the House had suspended the rules, 
the gentleman might then introduce a resolution 
instructing the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union to report the bill—but it cannot 
be done as a privileged question. 

Mr. PRESTON KING suggested that the rule 

ut the two cases precisely on the same footing. 

‘his was @ mouon to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. ‘That is trve. It isa mo- 
tion to suspend the rules; and there would be no 
difficulty in receiving a motion to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of entertaining the proposi- 
tion of the pénviemein frott Wisconsin, [Mr. Dory.) 
But the motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union is' made a privilsere 
question, requiring only a vote of a'majority. The 
motion to ‘the rulés to entertain the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Wisconsin would re- 
quire’a vote of two-thirds. 

Sa apeeeaermaios me ta 
whi 7 vi La 

i i i the eee of the 


_ That is the rule under which 

a resolution was adopted terminating debate. !t 
was introduced for that and the commit- 

tee is now acting under that order on the Califor- 


Mr. G. The motion, under which the com- 
mittee is-aeting, to terminate debate, was made 10 
order without any suspension of the rules. 
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SPEAKER. The motion was made under 
ree the pedo of that very rute. 
Mr. HA 
been read, 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union by the House; and he desired to be 
informed by the Speaker whether this bill had 


been 80 re 


would be the Same in either case. 


Mr. MeLAN ae - 
been taken from the decision of the Chair ? 
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done, as a privileged motion. Itmight bedoneas | 

A motion, but it ust be done in order upen reso- 
eed =" ~— ohana po po The Oe Sa cake de Com- |, 

1 o to. whi been | T : i t debate m C | Now, he would * 

2 erates abvthorSitbalnsans abaontecnsf-dies Suisn || thosen Wiae’ Winhenit roke ual boven int 

| @hould cease. Debate had ceased. What, then, | 

) ew That the-commiattee should report the 

? ~ || bill2. No. 

The SPEAKER. The decision of the Chair | having acted on all amendments pending, and that | 

| may-be-oflered.” Henee, the motion which closed | 

E, of Maryland. Has.an.appeal | the debate, and which was:received aga per 

motion, could oniy, under the rule, be fo 


| 


‘The rule said inexpress terms, ‘‘after 


i 


wed by || 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does ‘not-untler- | the discharge of the committee after all samend- | 


nd that any appéal has been taken. 
nad A ay“ epgiel irom the decision. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Wis- 
consin appeals. The question, therefore, is, 
“Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the House ?”’ 

Mr. DOTY. I desire to state that | base 
appeal on that portion of the 136th’ rule whic 
provides that the House may discharge the com- 
mittee from the further consideration of any bill |) 
referred to it. It is on that ground, as 1 conceive, | 

| 


| 


that the motion is in order, and I hope the House 
will austain. me, \| 

Mr STEPHENS, of Georgia, said, that what | 
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] de- || 
sired might be attained in another way, but not | 
in the manner he proposed, His proposition, as 
he made it, was cleatly out of order, and the de- 
cision of the Chair was certainly right. The object 
of the gentleman seemed to berto get an order of 
the House directing the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union to report a particular 
measure, but this could not be done without a 
suspension of the rules, which would require a | 
two-thirds vote, ‘This would appear from two | 
considerations. The rule that the gentleman had 
just read applied only to stopping debate in com- 
mittee, and discharging the’ committee from the 
further consideration of a subject. It did not | 
apply to giving instructions to the committee as to 
the subject of their action. {t ts true that a ma- 
jority of the House may instruct ‘any one of the | 
sanding committees of the House to do a particu- 
lar thing, or to report a particular measure, pro- | 
vided such instructions be moved in ‘order; but | 
such a'motion is not now in order, for it is not 
resolution day, and if it was, the géntleman’s 
State has not been called. A motion, therefore, |) 
to instruct any committee in the House to report 
the bill mentioned could not be entertained at this 
time without.a suspension of the rules. The same 
principle would apply to @ resolution instructing | 
aia eee of the Whole on the state of the 

non. 

Mr. GREEN said, he desired to submit this faet 
to the consideration of the committee: that the rule 
did authorize any member, asa privileged ‘motion, | 
to move to close debate on a subject-matter pend- 
ing before the Committee of the W hole on the state 
of the Union. That motion had been heretofore | 
made'as a privileged motion, and had been sus- 
tained by the House, A motion had now been 
made by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. J.A. 
Kine,] that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. Was 
that motion amendable? He (Mr. G.) submitted 
that it was not amendable under any circumstan- 
ces. It was that kind of a motion which was‘not 
susceptivie of amendment. Even if it were in 
order to amend it, if the House had the right to 
entertain the motion to amend a motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
the amendment of the gentleman from ‘Wisconsin | 
(Mr. Dory] would not be in order as a-privileged | 
motion, for his reason: the House, asa privileged | 
mouon, could entertain no amendment which | 
would not be m order as an original, independent | 
proposition. If not in order, then,‘as an original, | 
independent proposition, it could not'be in order | 
as an amendment to a privileged motion. Was 
this amendment a privileged motion? He an- 


| 
| 
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| 











swered, clearly not. But the gentleman ‘from 
Bicone , in his own mind, confounded the 


‘together as privileged motions. The — 
House would eee the difference between | 
the.two propositions. The House eats 
order, as a privileged motion, that debate ial 
cease. The House had the right » the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
of a subject-matter before it. 
But the jatter had not been done, and could not be 


| tleman from 
| oblige me by withdrawing the motron for a few 


| been catledy and he had the floor, though in that 





/ments pending, or that might be offered, should | 
have been acted upon 


Mr. CLINGMAN, 1 am so clearly satisfied 


| that the decision of tae Chairia right, that 1 camnot |) 
_ regard it asa debatable question. 1 move thatthe | 
| appeal be laid u 


n the tabie. 
Mr. STEPHENS, \of Georgia. Will the gen- 
North Carolina (Mr. Ciineman]) 


moments ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will do so with great 
pleasure, if the gentieman will renew it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 1 wiil do so. 

Mr. CLINGMAN withdrew the motion. 

So the motion to lay the appeal onthe table was 
withdrawn. 

And the question recurring on the appeal— 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said, there was | 
another consideration in addition to that whieh || 
he had already suggested, which showed that | 
the motion of the gentleman trom Wisconsin 
[Mr. Dorr] wasoutef order. Even if this was 
resolution day, and the gentleman’s State had 











ease it would be perfectly in order to move and | 
carry, by a majority vote, a resolution instructing | 


| one of the standing committees of the House to | 
| report @ particular measure, yet it would not then 


be in order to move and carry, by a majority vole, 
a resoluuen instracting the Commitiee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union to report a sim- 
ilar measure; ior, by the 134th rule of the House, 
the order of domg business im» Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, is pointed out; | 
and, by another expreas rule of the tiouse, any 
member in the Commutiee of the Whole has a 
right to move an amendment to any proposition 
pending, and to speak five minutes to his amend- 
ment. ‘That isa part of the organic law oi the 
House, and it cannot be changed by a bare ma- 
jority vote. 
the proceedings of the Commitee of the W hole 
on the state of the Union, could not be suspended 





but bya vote of two-thirds of the House on a || 


motion (o suspend the rules of the House. 


Mr. 5. said, he trusted the gentleman himself || 


saw the point. His motuion, as a distinct proposi- 
tun, weuld not be an order at this ume if applied 
to any one of the standing commiitees, the pro- 
ceedings of whieh are not regulated by express 
rules of the House; and not veing in order as a 


distinct proposimon, it cannot be entertained as an | 


amendment to another propesiion. And much 


lesa is 1t in order, a3 Mt proposes to ampose & duty | 


upon the Commuaitee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, which will require them to disregard 
several of the standing rules of the House; those 





rules can only be dispensed with by a suspension || 


of the rules, and that requires a majority of two- 
thirds. The only way the gentleman can pro- 
ceed, in order, to-obtam his object, 18 to move a 
suspension of the rul@s to enable him to offer his 
resolutions of instrucuons. 

Mr. WINTHROP was understood to say, that 
he did not rise to enter into debute, but simply to 
bear his testimony, that the decision of the Chair 
was enurely uniform with the action of the House 
under the rule, aud with the construction which had 
been given to at since. its adoption, and enurely in 
conformity with the construction given to M during 
the two years of his own adminisiration of the du- 
ties of the Chair. He believed the decision to be 
right, and was his mmtenuon to sustain it. 

Mr. PRESTON KANG read that portion of the 
136th rule, whieh provides that the hiouse ** may, 
at any ume, by a vote ofa majority of the members 
present, suspend the rules and orders, for the pur- 
pose of going into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the , and also for providing for the 
discharge of the Committee of the Whole House, 
and ive Committee of the W hole en the state of the 


That rule of the House, governing || 
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Union, from the further consideration of any bill 
refered to it, after acting without debate on all 
amendments pending, and that my. be offered.” 


chusetts, [Mr. Winturor,) who had stated that 
the uniform action of the House had been in con- 
formity with the decision of the Chair, whether, 
in the whole couse of his experience here, he [Mr. 
Ww i had ever kndwn such a motion or decision ? 
r, WINTHROP. 1 am entirely certain that 
no such motion ever could have been made in or- 
der, and, therefore, | presume it never has been 


made. 

Mr. KING. ‘Then it seems that there is no 
practice on the subject. An extraordinary condi- 
tion of things exists’ here at the present time, and 
the rule, in terms, makes provision by which the 
control of its’ busifess is given to the House. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Wixrnror)} 
says that the practice of the House™has always 
been in conformity with the decision of the Chair; 


|| and now it seems that there is no such practice. I 


have never kncwn the action of the House re- 
sisted as it has been in the present cade, and this 
motion to amend was mede to meet the case. 

Mr. INGE. lt cannot be necessary to debate 
this matter further. I move that the appeal be taid 
upon the table, 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked the yeas and mys. 

Mr, ROOT appealed to the gentleman from Ala- 
bama to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. DOTY. Upon the opinion which has been 
expressed by the older members of the House, I 
feel’ myself justified in withdrawing the appeal. 

The SPEAKER. The appeal being withdrawn, 
the question recurs on the motion of the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Joun A. Kins,) to go 
into the Committee cf the Whole on the state of 


the Unipn. 
Mr. PRESTON KING, I renew the appeat. 
Mr. INGE. 1 renew the motion to lay the vp- 


| peal on the table, 

| Mr. PRESTON KING. Understanting that 
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr, Doty] desires 

| some other motion to be made, t withdraw the 


6 9% 

r,. WENTWORTH. Understanding that the 
question now recurs upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Joun A. Kine,) if 
the gentleman will withdraw that motion | will 

| move, as a substantial proposition, the instructions 

| which have just been moved as an amendment by 

| the gentleman from Wisconsin. 

| r. JOHN A. KING. Have 1 the right to 

| withdraw the motion? 

| The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. KING withdrew the motion. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I tow move that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
be instructed in accordance with the amernuzient 
| moved by the gentleman from Wisconsin to the 
| motion of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. JONES objected to the reception of the 

| Motion. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to ‘sutpend the 
| rule for its reception. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Would nota 

| motion to suspend the rules to go into Committee 

of the Whole on the state of the Union take prece- 
| dence? 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 

| man from Iilinois is a motion tosaspend the rules. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS rose to a question of order. He 
made the point that it was not competent for the 

| Howse, by a suspension of the rules, to change 
| one of its standing rules and orders. One of the 
| standing rales and orders was, that in Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union, business 
| should ‘proceed in a particular way, that they 
| should vote on all amendments which might be of- 
| fered, that members offering amendmenis should 
| be aliowed five minutes for their explanation, &c. 
| This was the law of the House, as well as of 
the committee; it was the right of the members of 
this House, and it was incompetent, he held, for 
the Chair 'to put the motion which the gentleman 
from Ilinois made, because a motion to alter the 
standing rules and orders of the House of Repre- 
sentatives cannot be made without one day's no- 
tice being given. 

Mr. McLANE. 





I rose to the same point, and 


I call the attention of the Chair to the first three 
lines of the rule, under which the gentleman from 
Lllineis clainrs his right to make this ‘motion: 
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* No standing rule or order of the Houseshail be rescinded 
or changed, without one day’s nouce be given of the motion 
tre refor.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
Hoidse his opinion on the point of order raised 
by the gentleman from Georgia. If this resolu- 
tion was introduced om resvuiution-day, when the 
States were called for resolutions, the Chair would 
unbes tatingly rule it out of order; it is not now 

roposed as the regular order of business on reso- 
ution day, but it is proposed to suspend the rules 
of the House, in order ‘to introduce ut. The Chair 
holds that you may repeal any rule of the House 


ulider @ Suspension of the rules, you may suspend || 
the operation of the rules of the House under a |) 


suspension of the rules; and, therefuré, a motion 
to suspend the rules, to offer a resolution of this 


though such a resolution on resoluuon day would 
be very clearly out of order, ee 

The Chair will tilustrate: Ifa motion is made 
to amend one of the rules of the House, the rule 
referred to by the gendeman from Georgia would 
require that the motion should lie over one day; 


of the House contlictuing with the resolution pro- 
posed to be introduced, can by a vote of two- 
thirds be suspended, 


in taking this view of the |) nally to suspend the rules, but | submit it is in 


suiject, the Ubair will state, that he has bestowed || etiect-a mouon to rescind the rule, because this 
much reflection upon this pomt, it having been || 
suggested to him at an early stage of the session; | 
aud hes clearly of the opinion tnat such a resulu- 

tion would not ve in order on resoluuon day, be- || 


cause a majority of the House cannot suspend the || 


| 


rules of the Mouse on resolation day, or aay other | 
day; but two thirds of the House can suspend the | 


rules al any time when 4 motion to suspend is in 
order, 

Mr. VINTON, It is very evident thatwe shall 
spend all this day in debating points of order. 1 
move that the House adjourn, 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

Mr. VINTON wiuhdrew the motion. 

Mr. WALLACE renewed it. 

Mr. MOURE renewed the call for the yeas and 
nays, but withdrew it. 

‘The question was taken and decided in the nega- 
tive—-ayes 80, noes 96. 

So the House refused to adjourn, _ 

The quesuon recurred on ihe motion of Mr. 
Wentworth, to suspend the rules, 

Mr. McLANE rose and said he desired to pro- 
pound an inquiry to the Chair, He desired to 
know whether, under parliamentary law, in the 
absence of this rule, the House would have any 


power to instruct the Committee of the Whole on | 


the staie of the Umon?- 
The SPEAKER replied, that when that state of 


facta arose, the Chair would be prepared to de- | 


cide tne point of order, The gentieman from 
Maryland would see the impropriety of the Chair 
responding to quesuons of order, which were not 
before the House. 


Mr. McLANE said he would take an appeal | 


from the decision of the Chair, in order to draw 
the attention of the Chair and of the House to the 
point which he made, and which, without an ap- 
peal, he could not subsout lo the Chair, 


Mr. WENTWORTH. Is the appeal deba- | 


table ? 

"The SPEAKER. The Chair indulged debate 
on the previous appeal, and he is disposed io do 
80 on this, 


Mc. INGE asked what the decision of the Chair 


was, 

The CHAIR stated, in reply, that the gentle- 
man from Lilmois [Mr. Wentwortn]) had moved 
a suspension of the rules to enable him to offer a 
resoluuon, being precisely the same resolution of- 
fered by the gentleman from Wisconsin, as an 
amendment to the motion of the genleman from 
New York, which was ruled out of order by the 
Chaic as an.amendment; the Chair now entertained 
ihe motion for the suspension of the rules to intro- 
duce this resolution, as he held that the rulescould 
be suspended by a vote of two-thirds to entertaina 
mouen which was not in order. 

Mr. INGE, Ia the motion to go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union pend- 


? 
othe SPEAKER... It is withdrawn. 
Mr. McLANE, When the 
Wisconsin announced his 


man from 


to offer this 


i 


: i} 
kind, in the opinion of the Chair, is in order, || 


| 
| | 
| 
| 


| 
if 
| 
j 


j 


| 
| 








resolution, | was somewhat inclined to yield my 
opinion, and adopt one similar to that of the Chair, 


| until my attention was called to the 136th rule, 


under which the gentleman from Wisconsin pro- 


| fessed to have made that motion; but upon exame 


ination of that rule, | at once came to the conciu- 
sion which is the conclusion of the gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. 'Toomss | | make the point, 
that if the House were without any rules at all, but 
were acting under parliamentary law, we would 
not have the power to imstruct the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union to report 
a bill; and the only power which the House has 
being fixed by the rule, | submit that this is nota 
question of suspending the rule, but of rescind- 
mg i. 

Mr. TOOMBS was understood to say that he 
was satisfied with the decision of the Chair as far 
as it went. 

Mr. INGE suggested to his friend from Mary- 
land, (Mr. McLane,] that the decision of the 
Chair was correct, aud that upon the motion to 
suspend the rules they could not raise the ques- 


| tion of the admissibility of the resvlution, but 


but that rule can be suspended by a vote of two- || no: until after the rules should have veen sus- 


thieds as well as any other rule, and ali the rules | 
| ailempt to bring the resoluuon before the House. 


pended, and the gentieman from I[ilinois should 


Mr. McLANE. This is a proposition nomi- 


very motion to instruct the committee to report, 


| and to close debate, cannot be made, unless by the 


positive power of the rules, and it is sought so to 
alter the rules as to give that power. 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired whether it is not 
in order to move to suspend the rules of the 
House? His colleague [Mr. Wenrworru] had 
made that motion; when that should have been 
acted upon, other questions could be made. 

The SPEAKER. The mowion of the gentle- 


| man’s colleague is not a mere motion to suspend 


|| the ruies, but a motion to suspend the rules for 
|| specific purposes, to enable the gentleman to intro- 
|| duce a resoluuon, and the gentieman from Mary- 
|| land, [Mr. McLane,] raises the point of order, 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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| 
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that the Chair cannot entertain that motion, which 
point of order was overruled by the Chair; from 
that decision the gentleman from Maryland takes 
an appeal, and the question is, shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House? 
The gentieman trom Maryland [Mr. McLaneg,} is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. McLANE. I shall not occupy the time of 
House auy longer than is necessary jor the Chair 
and for the Houve to apprehend the point of order 
which | make. 1 have no disposiuon to debate; 
and lam the more impressed with the propriety 
of fairly stating 1, that the House may apprehend 


| it, from the very manifest misapprehension of the 


gentleman from Hilinow, (Mr. McCugrnanp.} 
Now, if the proposition had been simply @ propo- 
sition to suspend the rules, | never would have 


| made any objection; Lut the proposition is to sus- 


pend the rules in order to submit a certain resolu- 
uion; and the point | make is, that the resuluuon 
rescinds the rule, not suspends it, or the thing to be 
done cannot be done by the general parhamentary 
law. When the rules are suspended, the parla- 
mentary law is in force, and therefore, this resolu- 
ution 18 10 itself of force as a ruleif of any force at 
law; and a rule cannot be altered or changed, ex~ 
cept upon one day’s notice, though it and all rules 
may be suspended. Ina word, the point made is, 
that this resolution is in itself, a change of the rules 
and ‘not a suspension of th® rules: ine last can be 
done at any time by two-thirds, the first can never 
be done without one day's notice. 
Mr. ROOT moved to lay the appeal on the table. 
The question was taken and decided in the af- 
firmative, without a division. 
So the appeal was laid on the table. 
‘The question recurring on the motion to sus- 
d the rules, 
Mr. WENTWORTH called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 
The question, ** Shall the rules of the House be 
suspended ?”’ was then taken and decided in the 
negative--yeas 121, nays 77; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bri 
Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Chester Buucr, 't. B. Butler, Jose pit 
Cable, Caivin, Cartier, Casey, Chandier, Clarke, Cule, pod 
ger, Corwin, Crowell, Disuey, Dixon, Doty, vuncan, Dun- 
hain, Durkee, N. Evans, Fired diey, Futter, 
Gilmore, Gorman Halioway, 


» Fowler, Free 


tnddings, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Hone. i evar, 


board, pn 
Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, Georze G. Krug, is e 
King, J. A. King, Preston Keng, Lettler, Liitieticid, Horace 
Mann, J. Mann, Matteson, M. Douald, Menisoork, Meliane 
alan, Meacham, Moore, Morns, Neisun, Ogie, iu, 0 
Peasiee, Peck, i uuouix, Puan, fotter, Puiuany, heed Re 
nolds, Kichardson, Kisiey, Robison, Ruck we i iKout, Kuk. 
Kumsey, caecketll, Sawtelic, Schermetiur n, Sehwoieray’ 
Btivester, Spauiding, Buuly, T. Steveus, Stetson, Sw, eee 
Paylor, James Puvimpoou, W. Thoupson, Miurtnay Tuck 
cee Van oe ae Vanes Waldo, Weeiworn’ 
ute, Wuittiese ildrie iinet, Wi j , 
tenaledameae y) ? t, Witseu, Winturup, 
NAY S—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Ba Beale 
Bocusk, Bowdon, Buwiec, Bown, Bo: ¢ + ve 2 : 
Burt, &. U. Cabell, G. A. Caldwell, Ciinguan, \ iy! 
Coop, Culcock, Courad, Daarel, Deberry, Usunwick, py. 
undsun, Ewing, Featherston, Green, Hall, Hauito,,. H 
albon, levam G, Harris, 5..W. Harts, Hiiuaru, Hoiinda : 
Howaid, Hubbara, luge, J, W. Jackson, A. Johuson, RB W 
Juniison, Jones, Kauinau, Kerr, La cer, Mev ic rand 
Robert M. McLane, F. BE. McLean, MeMuticn, McQueey, 
McWiitte, Meade, Miler, wilson, Morehead, diurse or. 
tom, Orr, Uaulaw, barker, Powell, Robvuius, Ruse, Beiage 
Beduou, Sbepperd, F. &. Stantow, KR. th. Stanwa, A, yy! 
Stephens, Tusmas, Jacob Taowpsov, Looubs, v : 
Wallace, Watkins, Weliboru, W iiliaus, 
Yuung—/7. 


So, two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

On motion by Mr. MEADE, the Committee on 
the Judiciary were discharged from the further 
consideration Of a Memorial, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Ciaims, 

And then the House adjourned unul eleven 
o’ciock, to-morrow. 


) 
. 
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PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and relerred to ue ap. 
propriate committees; 


By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Nathan 
P. Horton, Joseplr Niglitwine, and 75 cihers, eizeus uf 
Hopewell, Bediord county, Petusy ivan, setuog tort wat 
ie business Uf Lhe manteaciure GF OL, ta Lat viciuity, is 
in @ depressed and suffering condition, ullecung ti juiivuoly 
the prices of agacultural pruducudds, aud O01 labor, tu cou- 
sequence of Lie very large imipu: talon of loreigu tun uuriig 
the past year; and praying Gat the duties On foreign Lou 
ay be sv modified as vo preveat suddeu and enormous in 
putts of a loreigu arlicie. 

by Mr. JOUN A. KING: The memorial of the New 
York Agricultural Society for we inwuduction of agneul- 
tural Lnplements and seeds trom abruad, 

By Mc, UNDERHILL: Tie petuon of 158 citizens of 
Geuigetuwa, D. U,, tu savor Of & Uuliuta Fale vi Lwo ceUts 
puslage, prepaid. 

By Mc. HAKRIS, of Iinois: The memorial of Julius 
Elmore, of Cass vounly, Stephen Suort, of Morgan couny, 
and Jaines Guid’ y, ui Menard County, Voluatects la tue 
war Of 1612, aud 2u0 others, soidiers in said War, aud cili- 
zeus Of said coudUeS, praying Cougiess lo graul relies to 
the volunteers of said War, 8U ud tu pul hem of un « quallly 
with We svidiers of other wars Of Lie Uniteu States. 

Also, the memorial of D. Huey, of Morgan county, lsaac 
Eprer, of Cass county, Elijah ‘Luylor, of Menara county, 
John Dorrell, of Sangamon county, aud 257 vlbers, suidiers 
and citizens Of said Counties, fur tue same purpose. 

Also, the memurial oF Daniel MeA.ee, aid SU others, 
ciizeus of Morgan and Saugamun counes, ior tie saue 
purpos:. 

Aliso, the petition of Nathaniel Harris and 27 others, citi- 
Zetis of Putnam county, hiineis, for a post route from Hen- 
hepin Via Pionda aud Cai: dunia, to Maguolia im sad Stale. 

Alsv, be pruuen of Benjamin C, Tabor and 58 owers, 
citizens of Putuam county, Udinuis, for tie same purpose, 

By Mt. SEDDUN: A petition in belralt of we uedical 
officers Of tue navy Of the United States, signed by wany of 
the phystciaas of Richmond, Virginia. 

By Mr. DUTY: “Lhe peuuon of James Densmore, Lii- 
phalet Goidou, Leonard P. Crary and others, tur a wail 
route from Oshkosh, by Groveland, Howevilic, Muawat, 
and Liwe Wolf river, to Stevens’s Puiut, on Wiscutsil 
river. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, June 18, 1850, 

The Journal was read. 

Mr. GORMAN froze to a correction of the 
Journal. He said, if he was correctly reported in 
the Globe, he was recorded as not having vowed 
poee the resoluuon of the genueman from silinois, 
\" » McCieananD,] yesterday. He had voted. 

e would like to see whether the record upon the 
qoueee, corresponded with the report of the 

lobe 

After examination of the Journal by the Clerk, 
- The SPEAKER sated that the gentieman from 
Indiana was not recorded as having voted on the 
passage of the resolution. ty 

ane CORMAt. 1 voted in the affirmative. 

o objection being made, 
git ournal was correcied by recording Mr. 

. 8 vote. ; , 

Mr. INGE. I am reported in the Globe as 
having v sted against the resolution of the gentle- 











ra 
bar 

W. " 
ties G 


trace 
Lan. 


vera 
Steer, 
i Wek, 










an from Ilinois, (Mr. McCiernanp.] I voted 
for the resoluuon. : 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is recorded 
on the Journal as having voted against the resolu- 


tio?’ INGE. Then, I ask that the Journal be 
corrected, and that my vote be recorded in the 
affirmative et a ; 

‘The SPEAKER said, if there be no objection, 
the vote will be so recorded. The correction 
would not change the result. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. PARKER said: In the Journal of Saturday, 
on the motion made by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, (Mr. Danzex,] that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House on 
the private calendar, | am recorded as having voted 
against the motion. I voted for it. I hope that 
the Journal may be corrected 

The SPEAKER. The Journal will be so cor- 
rected if there be no objection. 

There was no objection. 

IOWA CONTESTED ELECTION. 

Mr. STRONG rose to a privileged question, 
and made a report from the Committee on Elec- 
tions, to which was referred the memorial of 
Daniel F. Miller, praying to be admitted to the 
seat occupied by Mr. William Thompson, as the 
Representative from the First Congressional dis- 
trict of the State of lowa, accompanied by the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That Wiiliam Thompson is entitled to the seat 


in this House which he now occupies as the Representa- 
tive from the First Congressional district of Lowa. 


Mr. S. moved that the further consideration of 
the subject be postponed until Wednesday, the 
96th instant. 

Mr. VAN DYKE said that there were two re- 
ports from the Committee on Elections, both of 
which, he believed, claimed to be majority reports. 
He simply asked that the report which he now 
made be printed, and take the same direction as 
had been given to the other. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired, in case the considera- 
tion of the subject were postponed till to-morrow 
week, if it could be called up at that time? 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair was clearly of 
the opinion, that it could be called up as a ques- 
tion of privilege at that time. 

The question was taken on the motions of 
Messrs. Stronc and Van Dyxs, and decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the further consideration of the subject was 
postponed untii Wednesday, the Q6th instant. 

THE SAVANNAH RIVER. 

Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia, asked the unani- 
mous consent to introduce a bill, of which he had 
given previous notice, for the purpose of referring 
it to the Committee on Commerce. 

The title of the bill was read, as follows: 

“ A bill to provide for the removal of obstruc- 
tions in the river Savannah, in the State of Geor- 
gia, and for the improvement of the same.” 

No objection being made, 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

THE SURPLUS FUND. 

Mr. CHAN DLER rose and said, he would move 
to reconsider the vote by which the House had 
authorized the appointment of @ select committee 
of five members, to make certain inquiries in ref- 
erence to the Secretary of the Treasury. The 
Hovse (said he) will bear in mind, that the state 
of order at the time that resolution was offered 
was such as. rendered it exceedingly difficult for 
members to ascertain the character of that resolu- 
tion; and before it could be ascertained, the pre- 
vious question was put. I am persuaded that if 
members on the other side of the House will read 
this resolution as it is printed in the papers of this 
morning, (and I have no doubt it is printed cor- 
rey) they wilfTeel that, if it is not an insult to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, it is wanting in 
proper respect to ourselves. 1 hope, therefore, it 
“a be reconsidered. 

he resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolve’, That a ial committee of five members of 
this House be, and he wae are hereby appointed, with 
the Trea op the wate used or raporoprated tng eee 
of money from the surplus fi without ty of law 
which had Sonemee to said fand ander the peovishons 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





that said committee have power to send for persous and |! of this body, I will not—and | have been surprised 


ase to see thi 
ahi: G2 Sle. Wapvelf v0, daniel” thos "tbe } eee s House, on more occasions than one, 
character of the resolution is such as differs ma- Mr. SWEETSER, (interpoaing and the, floor 
teriaily from those which have preceded it, It | being yielded.) I will inform the gentleman that 
is a charge of dishonesty on the Secretary of the || this matter having been rumored, the Commitee 
‘Treasur 3a charge that he has “* used and appro- || of Ways and Means, through its organ, addressed 
priated”” a large amount, (whether for himself or | a letter making inquiry of the Secretary of that 
for others is not stated.) I stand not here as the | Treasury, touching this very point. | am so ad- 
advocate of the Secretary of the Treasury—though || vised; and | now call upon the chairman of the 
a personal friend: but those who know him as | || committee to know whether that inquiry hax not 
know him will believe him incapable of misusing || been made by that committee, and whether up to 
money, his own or others—whoily incapable ot || this moment, the Secretary of the Treasury has 
malappropriation. He of all men needs defence || not been ailent? 
the least; but | cannot allow such language to|| Mr. BAYLY. Mr, Speaker, I take pleasure in 
proceed from this body without protesting against | answering the inquiry of the gentleman from 
its use, not less from seli-respect and respect to || Ohio, [Mr. Sweersen.] While the Commitice of 
this House than from regard to the character and || Ways and Means had the Indian appropriation 
worth of the Secretary of the Treasury. The || bill before them, we were asked by the Adminis- 
character and temper of this resolution are such | tration to reappropriate several sums of former 
as to convey to the world the impression that we || appropriation which had gone, under law, into the 
believed the Secretary had done some open wrong. || surplus fand—in other words, had gone back into 
do not and will not object to a resoluuon of in- | the Treasury. We were informed by the gentle- 
quiry; but to such an array of language | do ob- || man from Mississippi, [Mr. Tnomrsow,)] who is 
ject, and | am sure | shail be sustained by a large || not now in his seat, that he had learned that the 
ee of this House: gentlemen on both sides || Administration had decided that they could use 
will sustain my motion. ; '| and that the Secretary of the Interior had deawn 
Mr. ASHE interposed to a point of order, and || from the Treasury, fonds which had passed man 
asked what was the qhestion before the House? _|| the surplus fund; and if such was the case, he saw 
The SPEAKER. The motion to recdnsider the || no necessity for our making reappropriation. We 
vote by which the resolution of the gentieman || did not believe it possible that any such decision 
from Ohio was adopted yesterday. | had been made; but to remove all doubt about it 
Mr. ASH E. Is that question debatable? || we authorized the gentleman from Miesissippi 
Phe SPEAKER, Itis. || (Mr, Tuompson] to investigate the matter. He 
Mr. ASHE. Very well. || wrote a letter to the Secretary of the Interior upon 
Mr. CHANDLER. | appeal to the good sense, || the subject. Yesterday, when the geritleman from 
the pore so 4 the House on both sides, to | Ohio [Mr. Sweetser) moved his resolution, re- 
reconsider the resolution, cognizing it as the same subject to which or - 
Mr. SWEEYTSER, in reply to the gentleman | lentes had been cajed, | aad the ae 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Cuaxper,] said thatthe || from Mississippi a Tuompson) if his fester 
information upon which he had otlered this reso- || had been answered; and he intormed me thatit had 
lution was from a very respectable source. He || not. The letier was written some two months 
had no reason to doubt the truth of the charged || ago—probably longer ago than that. 
which it contained ; he had moved the resoluuon || Mr. MORSE, (resuming.) With the particular 
in good faith, with the view of investigating those || appropriation of this fund alluded to by the chair- 
charges; and in justice to the Secretary he would || man of the Committee of Ways and Means, I have 
say, that the resolution related only wo his official | nothing todo; but I have something tosay indefence 
conduct, and had no reference whatever to his pri- || of the character of this body, and of myself in par- 
vate character. ' , || cular as one of its members. [| have uniformly 
Mr. were obtained the floor and yielded, at || voted against the organization and appoiuiment of 
request, to ; ; _. || any such committeesince | have been a membe 
Mr. CHANDLER, who said he did not wish || this body, with the exception of the Romniatadn . 
to suppress any inquiry in regard to any officer: || examine into some charges against the Secretary of 
he re ns oe : be See that || War, which were made current through the news- 
its phraseology might be changed. || papers, and to investigate which that high function- 
Mr. MORSE desired, through the Chair, to ask oar of this Geretinens asked a camnmaliion of this 
the gentleman from Onio, (Mr. SWeetser,}] wheth- || House, | felt itdue to that gentleman to give him 
er this Charge, whatever might be ils nature, was || this commitiee. Upon more occasions than one 
made upon the gentleman’s own responsibility? || genviemen have risen in their seats, and said that 
He would yield the floor for a reply. '| they had heard rumors injuriously affecting the 
Mr. SWEET SER. Itis not. itis made, as! || character and official acts of high officersof this Gov- 
one stated, from information which | have re- | ernment, and have asked of this body a committee 
ceived. : to examine into the truth of such ramors, without 
Mr. MORSE. . I desire to ask the gentleman if || giving the names of the persons with shen chee 
that information is before the House? . | originated, that the House might judge of their re- 
Mr. SWEETSER. | The object of this investi- || spectability and standing. I have uniformly voted 
gation is to bring it before the House. ; | against authorizing the appointment of such com- 
Mr. MORSE, Well, | am satisfied. q desired || mittees on such grounds. It is a matter of great 
merely to make one or two remarks, which | had || surprise to me, how a vote of this kind should 
not the opportunity of making upon several reso- | have passed this body; thus, upon information re- 
lutions which have previously Leen introduced into || ceived by an individual member, and which he 
this body. | in vain essayed to get the floor unt | keepa secret from the other members, bringing 
the resolution offered by the gentleman from Lili- || the strong arm of this Government to bear against 
nois, {Mr. Richarpson,] making charges against |) high officers of thia Government. ‘ 
the Secretary of the Interior; and I think now,ag || Now, I desire, in order that my motives may 
I thought at that ume, that this House should put || not be misunderstood, to say, that! utterly repuds- 
the or of its reprobation upon this mode of | ate this particular course of constituting thia body 
lending the arm of this body io persons outside | into a grand-jury of inquest upon the morals and 
of these walls, for the purpose of arraigning dif- | habits of the officers of this Government, acting 
ferent officers of this Government, and perpetra- | upon information received through a single mem- 
ting their slanders, it may be, upon men who have || ber and unknown te the rest of the House. The 
been honored by the Execuuve of this country || very fact that a commitice of that kind hae been 
with high official stations. . | raised—the very fact thata body of two hundred 
I desire to say to the gentleman from Ohio, as || and thirty members have so far endorsed the charge 
Ido to the gentleman from Iilinois, if a single |} a8 to appoint a committee to investigaie it—leaves 
member, a ee member of this body—if || more or less of stain upon the fair fame of any gen- 
any member, (1 make no distinction,) will rise in | tleman, | am not a particular or a political friend 
his seat and say that from his own knowledge he || of the Secretary of the Treasury; ! am not person- 
has reason to believe that any officer of this Gov- || ally acquainted with him; but | heve some regard 
ernment has been guilty of dereliction of duty in || for the character of those gentlemen who have 
any manner, he shall have my vote to test and || been honored with these high places as the officers 
examine the ch ; but without m 








eee 








1 having the || of my country, and | feel every imputation mad 
means of knowing the characier and standing of a pte their Tair fame as an Laontetlon inns 
person who shall whisper in the ear of a member || the fair fame of my country. I hope the House 








will reconsider their vote, anil before they consent 
to give the gentléman from Ohio, or any other 
gentleman, be he Whig or Democrat, a Committee 
to iqwestigate Charges seriously affecting the char- 


acter of high functionaries of the Government, || 


that the Housewill know who makes these charges. 
If it is a gentleman outside this bar, and if he is 
a gentleman of sufficient character and standing to 
give importance and credibility to the charges, 
1 will vote for a committee to investigate them, 
if one is required; but I will not consent that any 
gentleman on this floor shall be made the vehicle 


of slatiders from without, of the source of which | 


the other members of the House know nothing. 
it mitty be that the gentlenmn from fifinois and the 
gentleman from Ohio have every confidence in the 
persons from whom they obtained their informa- 
tion; I want to know myself who is the person, 
‘what is his character'and standing, before 1 lend 
the arm of the Government tocrush or to cast im- 


aoe upon our high officers; and unless Ido | 
now, I will not vote for any committee of inves- | 


tigation. 1 demand to know who is the man who 
makes this charge. 
Ohio, in the presence of this House, whether he 
made the charge on his own responsibility; he re- 


of the person who did. 
ond ‘until Tecan judge of the degree of importance 


which is to be attached to the charges, by knowing || 
the character and credibility of their author, I will | 
never by my vote sariction the proposition for this || 


body to raise a committee to investigate them. I 
hope, therefore, that the resolution will be recon. 
sidered, and that it will not again be adopted until 
charges are presented in a tangible form, and from 
a source with which the House are acquainted, 


and which shall entitle them to our investigation. || 


Mr. ASHMUN said, I feel bound to express to 
the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Morse] my 


sincere thanks for the course he has pursued upon | 
Fe is entitled to the thanks of the || 


this occasion. 
House, and [I am sure that there is not an honor- 
able man now in the House whuse heart does ‘not 


resporid readily to the manly and highly honorable || 


tone ‘in which he has spoken. It is characteristic 


Sir, [agree with him that itis time—high time, 
that this House should stamp with the séal of 
eniphatic reprobation the practice which has com- || 
rnenced here, of introducing resolutions which con- | 
tain injurious imputations upon the character and || 


conduct of gentlemen hig 
sponsible person to vouch 
the imputations are founded. It has gone too 
far already, and I trope that the House will seize 
this occasion to put a stop toit. Resolutions con- 
iaining charges of official delinquency, of fraud 


been framed upon secret and malicious whispers 


when they ate presented by a member, he dis- 
claims ‘all personal knowledge of the facts him- 
self; and when called upon to give us his means 
of information, he utterly refuses. Now, in the 
present case, the House has heard that the gentle- 


roan from Louisiana, [Mr. Monse,] before pro- | 


ceeding to denounce this procedure, took particu- 
lar pains to inquire of the mover of this reaolation 
(Mr. Sweerser] whether he made these charges, 
or framed.this resolution upon any facts within his 
own kn . The answer was in the negative. 
The gentleman from Louisiana then asked the 
mover to give the House the name of his inform- 
ant. This he refused to do. 
# resolation containing imputations u 
‘personaland official character of a gentleman whose 


n both the 


character stands as pore and high as that of any | 
man in the nation, and all we know of the author- || 


ity upon which the proceeding is instituted is, that 
some unknown person has whispered in the ear 
of the gentleman from Ohio, and stimulated him 
to make this movement. 

Mr. SWEETSER interposed and (Mr. A. 
yielding the floor) said, that the gentleman was 
assuring what he (Mr. S.) did not intend to say. 
He hud stated that he had received his informa- 
tion from a soarce which was entitled to the ut- 
most credence, ‘tind that he had no doubt of the 
fects. In relation to the names of the persons, he 
regarded it as improper to give them. 


1 asked the gentleman from || 


h in office, without a re- || 
for the facts upon which | 


'| tary of the Treasury. Which of these of. 


Here, then, we have || 


Mr. MOORE was undetstood to inquire whether 

the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Sweerser] in- 

| tended to say that the Secretary of the Treasury 
|| had applied the money to his own use. 

|| Mr. SWEETSER disavowed any such inten- 

i] tion, The Secretary of the Treasury was referred 


| to (Mr. S. said) in his official capacity, ard the 


i 


i 


| connection. : 
| to it any other meaning. The gravamen of the 

charge was against the Secretary in his official ca- 
pacity. 


|| personal peculation, that the Secretary had applied 
|| the money to his own use. I can only ay, 

| that he made a most unfortunate use of the’ 

| language when he framed his resolution. 
| resolution reads: 

* Resolved, That a special committee of five members of 
|| this House be/and the same are hereby, appointed. with 
| powerto examine and ascertain whether the Secretary of 
| } the Treasury has not used or appropriated a jarge amount of 
|} money from the surplus fund,’ &e. 


What did the gentleman mean by the word 
used??? Tam bound to take the disclaimer which 


nelish 
he 


read the resolution as it appears in the papers,and 
upon the Journal of the House, and who do not 
|| hear the disclaimer, will be led into the suspi- 





| into a corrupt use of the public money; and if it 
was not so, why was a special and unusual power 
|| demanded to send for persons and papers? Surely 


| 


| language of the resolution applied to him in that | 
It was a forced construction to apply | 

| impeachment. As he (Mr. D.) anderstood i), 
'| matter, the charge was this—that after balances o¢ 
|| appropriations which, by the requirements of ,), 
Mr. ASHMUN resumed. The gentleman now | 
'| says that he did not intend to make a charge of | 


‘| he now makes, but I ‘still think that those who | 
plied that he did not, and declines to state the name || 


Until his name is given, || 


cion that the resolution did propose an inquiry | 


the resolution at least is most unfortunately loose | 
and ambiguous, and if there was no other reason | 


for the reconsideration which is moved, itis enough 
| that it is so worded as to need amendment, to clear it 
from the offensive implication which it now con- 
| tains, and which the gentleman now says he did 
|| not intend, 

But, there is still another reasoi: why this reso- 
lution should not be adopted. The resolution asks 
for a special committee; but it now seems, from 
| the declarations of the chairman of the Committee: 
of Waysand Means, [Mr. Bay y,] that his com- 


'| mittee has this very matter under examination, | 
of him—frank and honorable, as he always is | 
upon this floor, whatever his opinions may be. | 


and hasaddressed an inquiry to the Secretary, ask- 
ing for information concerning it. That is the 


|| proper committee to have the matter in charge, 


and I am content to leave it there, and see no neces- 
sity for the ceremony of raising a new and spe- 
cial committee for the purpose of taking it out of 
the hands of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. BAYLY (Mr. A, yielding) said: The letter 
we addressed was not to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, but to the Secretary of the Interior, 


|| upon whose application we understood these drafis 


had been made. The gentleman from Mississippi 


‘| (Mr. ‘Tuompson] will, however, make a fuller 
and corruption, are offered here, for which no man | 
comes forward to be responsible; which have || 


statement than I can make. 


Mr. ASHMUN resumed. It seems, then, that 


'| this matter belongs to the Department of the Lote- 
poored into the ears of such members as may | 
e dixposed to listen to slanderous gossip. And | 


rior; and if so, I should be glad to know v“‘v the 
charges in the resolution are aimed at th: re- 
8 is 
implicated? or do not gentlemen know _ actly 
whom they arein pursuit of? At all events, let 
the Committee of Ways and Means pursue the 
investigation which it has begun. Itis the com- 
mittee which has the legitimate supervision of 
|| Subjects of this chatacter—of appropriations and 
| their use. It is‘ committee composed of men of 
| known ability, and, more than any other, usually 
entitled to the confidence of the House. They 
|| have the matter now in charge, and I see no reason 
for this extraordinary attempt to take it out of their 
hands. I have no fear or anxiety that any inves- 
tigation will result in anything which can in the 
| least degree touch the honor, personal or official, 
of Mr. Meredith; but it is due to propriety, to the 
character of the House, to our own éelf-respect, as 
well as to the Secretary, that we should retrace 





the step into which we were yesterday led, amidst 

| such confusion as disabled members from hearing 

| and understanding the true character of the reso- 

pie as it was read a single time at the Clerk’s 
esk, 

Mr, DISNEY, after a preliminary remark, the 
purport of which was not heard by the reporter, 
proceeded to remark, that under some circum- 
stances he should wonder much to see gentlemen 
on the other side of the House object to any 


sition looking to Investigations of this char- 
fe ir the ‘gevlopineeite which had 





cter; but after 


|| period longer than two years,) the Treasurer 
then, | 


|| sitive as they 
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been already made in respect to the present Aa 
ministration, he could no longer feel surprised ,, 
any degree Of sensitiveness which might ans 
fested as to any investigations into its Proceeding, 
The resolution involved matter of grave and setioy, 
| import—so grave that, in his judgment, if the 
facts, as ‘suggested in the ‘resolution of hi, io 
league, (Mr. Sweetser,} should be established, 
they would properly form the sabject-mutter of 


{ 
statute of °95, had been turned over to the A 


treasury, (having remained unexpentled for , 
some other person, had taken the liberty vate 
take such balances from the Treasury—to reap. 
propriate, without authority of law, the Moneys 
there found. This was the charge. He unde. 
stood that, under the practice of the Governmen, 
since its formation to the present tite, more than 
thirty-six millious of money had been thus trans. 


|| ferred to the Safplus fund; ‘and if sums of money 


could be taken from the Treasury in this manner, 
the whole might be taken. The forms and cere. 
monies “by which the public treasury had been 
guarded, would become mere mockeries, having 
no binding force, and the money of the people 
would, for all practical purposes, be left at the 
merey of the Secretary of the Treasury. Di 
gentlemen on the other side of the House shrink 
| from the investigation of such a charge? Sen. 
might be on all matters of this 
kind, he must be permitted to suggest whether 
it ‘was in ‘good taste for them thus to avoid a fair 
and open investigation of the charge. Wha 
would be the effect upon the public mind if gen. 
tlemen were successful in this ‘attempt to crush 
investigation? He uritlerstood—te had been led 
to believe, like his colleague, [Mr. Sweersern,}— 
that the facts set forth in the resolution were true. 
He (Mr. ‘D:) had learned, that on the 27th of 
June, 1847, under the administration of Mr. Polk, 
about $152,000 unexpended balances of appropria- 
| tions made by Congress, had been transferred to 
the general treasury of the nation. He had vn- 
detstood, further, that in December, 1849, the 
| present Administration did take that same amount 
from the Treasury and reappropriate it without 
authority of law. And the resolution of his col- 
league proposed to inquire and ascertain whether 
this statement was, or was not, trae. That was 
the object of the resolution. His (Mr. D.’s) in- 
formation was of sich a character that he dared 
not disbelieve it, although he ‘could not take upon 
himself the responsibility of making the charge 
upon his own knowledge. But he thought every 
gentleman, upon reflection, must see that the case 
had assumed an aspect which made it the impera- 
tive duty of the House to take action upon it. [t 
was due to itself, and due to the character of the 
Government, that an investigation should take 
place; ‘and the proposition of his colleague called 
for and demanded that investigation. 

In conclusion, he would say to gentlemen on the 
other side of the House, let them not shrink from 
this inquiry. This sensitiveness which had been 
manifested was altogether ill-timed. Whatever 
the present Administration might have dove, let 
not gentlemen attempt to shroud or conceal It. 
The charge, he repeated, was a serious one; and it 
was the duty of every member who believed that 
there was any sefficient ground upon which to base 
the inquiry, to aid in throwing light upon that 
charge, and in letting the country know to what 
extent it could be made good. He admired the 
feeling which would repel all unfounded charges 
or imputations against the character of any indi- 
viduals, be they who they might; but when 
charges were well-founded, as he believed the 
present to be, the duty of investigation was, in his 
opinion, too plain to be mistaken. Since his at- 
tention had been directed to this subject, he bad 
found, by the official returns of former years, that 
in the fiscal year ending June, 1847, this amount 
of money had been reported to the House as hav- 
ing been turned over to the general treasury In 
pursuance of the provisions of the law. So far, 
then, there was official testimony to sustain the 
allegation. The was made. His colleague 
and himself verily believed ‘it to be trae, and, in 
his j an imperative sense of duty should 
Tae this 








to take cognizance of it. 
CASEY said: Mr. Sreaner, when the 





















1850. 


m Ohio [Mr. Swearser) offered this. 
roe Teipaed u it, because of its offensive 
ad unfair character. 1 voted against the suspension. 
oS rules and the adoption of the resolution, but | 
vied to draw the attention of the Elouse to. it at)| 
fat ‘ime. 1 agree, Sir, with the gentleman. from 
Was esachusetts, (Mr. Asumwn,] that the honorable 
; slenee from Louisiana (Mr. Morse] deservts 
re thanks of this House and the country, for the 
sbility and magnanimity with which he has vindi- 
ved the dignity Of this. touse and, the honor of | 
the Government, and | take particular pleasure in \ 
noticing Instances of this kind, ag it exhibits.to the | 
country, that there are upon this floor gentlemen | 
who are not to be drawn aside from the asseruon || 
of a great and correct principle, as applied to the | 





| ojcers of this Government, by the zeal and heat of i} 


opposition, or be induced to make aa im- 
Seal honor and integrity of a high offi- 
cer of this Government, without a single scuntilia || 
of proof being presented to the House, upon which | 
such charge could be sustained. And | here take | 
oceasion to say, that I believe all proceedings of | 
this kind utterly wrong in principle, and unfair | 


and unjust to the persons who are, sought to be |). 


affected by them. In regard to this paruculer res- || 
olution, | opposed it when 1 was offered, bemg, as, 
| believed, both calculated and intended to impute | 
dishonesty and dishonor to the Secretary of the | 
‘Yreasury, whose personal and political, fmend L | 
have the honor to be, and who is a son of that. | 
State which I have the honor in part te represent. || 

Now, sir, | should be reereant in my duty asa || 
Representative, and but poorly exhibit my friend- 
ship for this distinguished gentleman, if 1 failed | 
to give my assent to the investigauon of all his || 
oficial acts, in the fullest and amplest manner, || 
when such investigation is sought in a mode {| 
becoming the honor and dignity of this. body, and || 
without committing such gross and, flagrant in- } 
justice to an honorable man, and a high fune- | 
uonary of the Government. pews 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Disney) insists | 
that this is @ Moat grave and serious charge, and’ | 
if true, would lead to the impeachment and dis- || 
grace of the Seeretary of the Treasury. And it | 
13 for this reason, sir, that | oppose the resolution, | 
as it now stands, and under the circumstances | 
under which itis presented. Itassumesithe crime, || 
without, so far as this House knows, the existence 
of one iota, of proof to sustain it. He is. to,be | 
pronounced guilty, and tried afterwards, contrary | 
to all rules of fairnesa, justice, and, law. Sir, a) 
gentleman, with as good a character as any man _ 
in this Hall for honor, honesty, and integrity, in | 
all the relations: of life, and in every position in | 
which he has been placed, in public or. private 


trust, and who has hitherto escaped unsulled and || 


unscathed, when a charge of dishonesty and cor- 
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ee ee tee 


from the plain purpose before me. I donot know the || thie morning, and he did not understand the full 
Secretary of, the Treasury personally. These || purport.of the resolution whieh had been offered 
charges have been made, and at proper time will || yesterday by the. gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
be brought before the grand inquest of this House Sweerser.} In some degree, however, he (Mr. 
—when the gentleman-sball be gratified with the || T.) was acquainted with the matter to which the 
exhibition of the ground upon which they ave || resolution referred, and he would submait to the 
dicated. The gentleman has spoken of petti- | House such information as he posseased in regard. 
ogging. I appeal to honorable gentlemen to | to. it. 
| 


| 
say from what side of the. House the petufogging | 
i 





Some six weeks.or two months ago, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had referred to him, 
for examination, the Indian appropriation bill. 
There were in the bill several items of reappropri- 
ation of funds from the surplus. fund. Vie had 
gone to the department to make inquiries in re- 
spect to them. His examinations there had led 
to the information that the department had recent- 
ly decided that money which had been cared to 
the surplus fund could be drawn out again without 
authority of law. He had. come back with that 
statement, and said, if that rule was to be made 
aod acquiesced in, there was no need of these re- 
appropriations, The committee of Ways and 

| Means had put them in: that had induced him to 
may be by parusan feeling and hostility to the Secre- || visit Mr. Ewing; he had done so; he had asked 
tary of the Treasury, aud the Adunisiration of || him if such a rule had been adopted, and beea 
which he is a member. | 


comes. I came inio this House yesterday under 
a solemn sense of duty, and with a determination 
to discharge that duty uly and fearlessly, This 
House has given me a committee, which will either 
exonerate the Secretary from these charges, or 
arraign him befere the bar of this House. And 
so heip me God, if | am permuted, I will discharge 
my duty faithfully, and in such a manner that | 
the whole truth shall go to the country. 
Mr. CASEY, (resuming.) Now is the proper | 
time to furnish it. ‘The gentieman has.no right to | 
ask me and this Houseie be guided and concluded | 
by his belief and his opinion of those rumors, | 
cvlored and blinded as his belief and bis judgment | 


told that it had been. carried out in the case of the 
appropriauon for the Seminole Indians, which he 
believed were the same with the Florida Indians. 
The money had been carried to the surplus fund 
by a warrant drawn June. 30, 1847. Mr. Ewing 
took the ground that the appropriations had been 
improperly carried to the surplus fund, But it 
|, had. gone to the surplus fund, and it had there re- 
|| mained for two years, he (Mr. T.) believed. He 
|| returned; the Committee of Ways and Means put 
into the bill these reappropriauons, thereby not 
sanctioning, but, on the contrary, dissenting from 
|| this principle. The facets, therefore, stated by the 
|| gentleman from Ohio were. true to this extent: that 
|| the Secretary of the Interior drew his warrant 
|| upon the Seeretary of the Treasury; and the Sec- 
retary of the Interior received the money and used 
| it, knowing: that it had come from the surplus 
fund. 

Whether there was anything peculiar in thie 
case he (Mr. T.) had not been able to deter- 
mine; whether the appropriation had been im- 
properly. carried to the surplus fund he was unable 


‘The gentiemen talk of us shrinking from an in- 
vestigation. | wish the gentlemen to understand, 
that 1 shrink from no investigation of the charac- | 
ter and conduct, official or personal, of Mr. Mer- | 
edith. 1 am willing, perfectly willing, that: he | 
shall pass the ordeal to which they refer. 1 know || 
his character too well not to feel the most pertect 
assurance that he will come forth feom it unsul- 
lied and uninjured, * like gold tried in the fire.’’ 
Bat what | insist upon is, that you have no 
right to frame an accusation like this, and put an 
officer on trial without some clear, distinet, and 
tangible proof, making -out at least a prima facie 
case, giving some assurance to the House of the 
existence of some probable cause for such extra- 
ordinary proceedings. ‘This. the individual ar- 
raigned-in our county courts, upon an accusition 
for the most petty misdemeanor, is entitled to. | 
But a man occupying a high position in the Gov- | 
ernment, and against whose honesty and integ- | 
rity even the breath of slander has not dared, 
heretofore, to breathe a whisper, is. to be pre- | 
judged: by the House. of Representatives of the || ta give.an opinions but it had been carried to the 
United States, and is:to-be condemned before trial, || surplus fund, and some two or three years after- 
and without mercy. || wards it was drawn out on the warrani of the Sec- 

If gentlemen have any ground of suspicion, let || retary of the Treasury. 
them commence in the right way, andin a man- || Mr. VINTON inquired if the Secretary of the 
ner becoming.a.fair and an honorable opposition. || Interior had not said that the appropriation was 
Let them call upon the Secretary for information || improperly carried to the surplus fund? 
on this subject—for all the papers in relation to it; Mr. THOMPSON. He.did say a0. 
and when that information. comes, and it shows:|| Mr. VINTON had only further to ask whether 


that.an investigation is. necessary, 1 shall be. the.|| the same thing had. not been done before ander 











ruption in his. high office is alleged against him 
in this House, is to be deprived of the common 
justice which is extended to every man under our 
Constitution and laws, when accused of the most | 
petty and trifling misdemeanor. 

| repeat again, sir, it is unbecoming the charac- | 
ter of members. of this body and the dignity of 
this House, that a member should rise here in: his: 
place, and by merely stating that he has heard | 
such and such rumors, drawing in question. the | 
character, both official and personal, of members 
of the Cabinet, and that he believes. theny, that | 
tms House should be called upon to endorse such | 
idle and malicious falsehoods. It is a low, mis- | 
crable system» of petufogging, which would be un- 
worthy a justice’s county court, and in. a body 
like this, is. most: intolerable and. discreditable. | 
Where isthe evidence?, What is it?) Wihho gives: 





this information? The gentleman refuses to tell. | 


l insist, that 1, asa member of this House, have | 
® right to hear and know them, and to form | 
my own judgment of them, whether they are) 


worthy of credit, whether they are of sucha char- | 
if this in- | 
formation has been fairly obtained, and is worthy 

| 


acter as to justify this. investigation, 
of credit, why shall it be withheld? The: gentie- 
man disclaims any 
Subject, and refuses to give his authority. ask 
tnis rope and the country, Is-this right, is. it fair, 
ig it just 

Mr. SWEETSER, (interposing.) I: desire to 
say that the. gentleman shall. be gratified. to his, 
eart’s content. Butiatthis time, and omthis 
Jima ' proceeding, I:shali neither suffer my teel- 
lags cited, nor shall | bedrawaaside 


|| the management of the public funds, | wall go as | surplus fund, it ha 
|| far as -he who goes the furthest, in not only ex- || books of the Treasury corrected ? 


queen 


personal knowledge on the 


last man upon this floor to oppose it. If that Sec- || preceding Administrations? Whether, when money 
retary has. been guilty of fraud and: dishonesty in | had been erroneously or improperly cacried to ihe 
not. been returned and the 


| posing such fraud and corruption, butalso in hold- || Mr. THOMPSON said, as he had stated a part 


|| ing him amenable to the just judgment of Congress || of the conversation he would state it more fully. 


and the country. I have nothing, sit, to shrink The Seoretary.of the laterior admitted that it was 
from. 1 wn well convinced these are idie and || a dangerous principle; he (Mr. T.) hed said it 
unfounded rumors, and: think there is great cause || was.a very dangerous. principle; the Secretary ad- 
of complaint that they should be moulded into a | mitted that. he had done itin this case, and said 
distinct charge of dishonesty by am honorable | there were three or four precedents to jastily it. 
member of this House, and particularly when he || Immediately afterwards. he (Mr, T.) had called 
pertinaciously refases. to furnish to us the evidence | upon the Secretary of she, Treasury. in writing for 
upon which he predicates the charge. 1 repeat, 1 | a full statemeut of the matier, and, from that dey 
am ready to vote for anything which willelicit the, || to this, by some strange neglect or by a suppos- 
facts in the case, without endorsing the charge and || tion that it was en improper interferenge on his 
giving it currency, and sending it over the coun. || (Mr. T.’s) partes.a member of the commitice, or 
try. || from some other reagon, the Seeretary had never 
The gentleman disclaims any intention of ma- || answered the letter. The letter must have been 
king a. charge of personal dishonesty on the pari | written some five or six weeks, in fact some wo 
of the Secretary. Neither does the resolution of || months or more since. 
the gentleman make such an accusation openly; || Mr. ASH MUN inquired whether there had 
yet no one cai fail to see, that it ¢mplies what dare || been any investigation of the subject as related to 
not be charged directly, and that its effect. wi'l be, the conduct of the Secretary of the Treasury? 
to send out, with the approval of this House, this || Mr. THOMPSON replied, that there had been 
only half-concealed and inaidious stab at the repu- none go far as the Secretary of the Treasury was 
tation of a high-minded and honorable man. [| || concerned: it was a matier pertawing entirely to 
hope, therefore, that tins House will-assert nsown || ihe Indiaw bureau, which feil entirely within the 
|| dignity, and maintain: its character by withdraw- || jurisdiction of ihe Secretary of the Interior. 

ing this charge, made without proof, against a Mr. ASHMUN inquired whether there was, 
member of another branch of the Government; || anything that would justify the House in appoint 
and take such, aetion.as shall comport with the || ing a committee with power to send for persons, 
| character of thig/body andthe great country which || and papers; in other words, whether there. was. 

we represent. ; anything to impeach the propriety, honesty, or 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said,thathe || : nes the Seeretary of the Treasury ? 
was.not in hjs-seat atihe.moment thedebate.arose THOMPSON would anawer the genileman,, 
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from Massachusetts in all candor. In the first 
place, he had not investigated the propriety of the 
drat drawn upon this fand; in the second placé, he 
had not investigated the fact whether the money 
had properly been carried to this fund. He could 
only avsert the fact that was admitted, that it had 
been carried to the surplus fund and there remained 
for some time, and had been drawn out again. 
Not having investigated thia case, therefore, it was 
for the House to determine the propriety of the 
Secretary’s conduct, and not for him. For his 
own part, he thought it a very proper investiga- 
tion, and he should vote for it with pleasure; he 
was astonished that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetta did not vote for it. Ifthe money had been 
improperly carried to the surplas fund, all that 
would Be necessary would be for the committee to 
show that fact, and the Secretary would stand vin- 
dicate; on the contrary, if it was rightly in the 
Trensury of the United States, the gentleman 
from Massachueetis would certainly never justify 
the Secretary of the Treasury in drawing it out 
without an appropriation from Congress. 


Mr. ASHMUN said he knew the gentleman | 
from Mississippi acted fairly about this thing; he || 
wanted to know of the gentleman whether a call | 
upon the Secretary for information in the ordinary | 
mode, through the President, would not disclose || 


all the facts? 


Mr. THOMPSON replied, that in all frankness | 


he could not answer. n hou: 
a very proper subject for investigation. 


He himself thought it was 


One | 





thing was very certain, that the Secretary had not | 


answered the letter of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 


ply was received, the report would amount to this: | 


that the money had been carried to the surplus 


fund improperly. He (Mr. T.) doubted whether || 
the report would state the ground upon which the || 


transaction had taken place. Atall events, he did 


not think a committee of investigation would doany || 
He believed that this money was in the || 


harm, 


If an ordinary call was maile, and a re- | 


| 
| 


Treasury of the United States, and that it had | 


been improperly drawn out. That was his belief. || 


Now the question was, whether this involved im- | 
ropriety on the part of the Secretary. He (Mr. | 
r did not give an opinion: it was for the House | 


to determine. One other fact: He had been told 
by one of the clerks (the authority of course 
would go for what it was worth) that the Cabinet 
had reversed that decision and decided that no 


more money, alter it was carried to the surplus | 


fund, eéuld be drawn out without authority of 


law. Whether that decision had been reversed by | 
the Cabinet or not, was a question which he had | 


not the means of determining. 
Now, the only question upon the resolution of 
the gentleman from Ohio arose from its terms. It 
roposed to inquire ‘* whether the Secretary of the 
Picadary has not used or appropriated a large 


amount of money from the surplus fund without || 


authority of law.” 

Whether that question implied any corrupt con- 
duct upon the part of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, was for the House to determine. He 
thought that this warrant had been improperly 
paid, and thepefore that it was an appropriation of 
money, (thoagh it might have been for the public 
service.) in violation of, or without any authority of 
law. He therefore thought it was a very proper 
case for investigation, and he was astonished that 
the gentlemen on the other side were not willing 
to vote for it. 

Mr. HOUSTON rose and wished to propound 
an inquity tothe gentleman from Mississippi. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Missiseinni yield the floor? 

Mr. THOMPSON. If the gentleman wishes 
to make an inquiry. 

Mr. HOUS N said he wished to know of the 
honorable member from Mississippi why, if he 
entertained this opinion that it was proper that a 
committee of inquiry should be raised to investi- 
gate this matter, the honorable member had not 
himself eatled the attention of the House to it? 
Why he had left it for some six or eight weeks, 
and then to be brought up by an honorable 
rember who had no connection with it as a mem- 
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plain story will answer it directly and satisfac- 
torily: | wrote a letter to the Secretary of the In- 
terior, asking for the facts; the Secretary to this 
hour has neglected to give me the facts; and |, 
therefore, have not felt myself called upon, trom a 
mere verbal answer of the Secretary, to bring this 
matter forward for the action of the House. Is 
not that a satisfactory and direct answer? 

Mr, HOUSTON. Not ataill. 

Mr. THOMPSON. It is very satisfactory to 
me. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, interposed toa point 
of order, and called for the special order of the 
day, the bounty land bill. 

‘The SPEAKER said, that the gentleman could 
not call up the special order while the gentleman 
from Mississippi was on the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON (Mr. T. further yielding at his 
request) said he wished further to inquire of the 
honvrable member from Mississippi, why It was 
that, after the honorable member had audresced 
this letteer—not to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
(whose conduct it was now proposed to inquire 
into,) but to the Secretary of the Interior, asking 
for information, and the Secretary remained silent, 
| the honorable member of the Committee of Ways 
and Means had not brought the matter before we 
House, and called upon the House to inquire of 
the Secretary of the Interior why, without color 
or autnority of law, he had made this draft upon 
the treasury ? 

Mr.’ THOMPSON said he was not responsible 
if the gentleman from Delaware could not see and 
comprehend the force of his reasons. He (Mr. ‘T.) 
was certainly the judge of his own conduct; and he 
was certainiy very willing to pry into the matter, 


he should not be deterred at any time from in- 
quiring into it, or seconding the inquiry which any 
gentioman might see fit to propose. in this case 


he (Mr. T.) was acting as a member of the com- 


the Interior for information: the commuttee had 
said they had nothing to do with it. 
waited, as a matter of course, fora reply to his 
inquiry before he should proceed further. 
it was true he had had nothing to do with pro- 
posing this investigation, but the subject was be- 
fore the House, and he had been called upon as a 


tion enough for him to vote for this investugation; 
and he would vote for it through ail its phases. 
He did not believe that the tone of the resolution 
imphed any moral dishonesty—it did not insinuate 





that the Secretary of the reasury had _appro- | 


priated the money to his own use, but merely that 
he had appropriated it without authority of law. 

Mr. SWEETSER (Mr. ‘I. yielding) desired 
distinctly to siate, that be might not be misunder- 
stood, that in the resoluuon which he had had the 
honor to move, he had not intended, nor did he 
now intend, to impute to the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury any personal dishonor in this matter, 
His whole object was to investigate the official 
conduct of that officer. He hoped the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania and the Heuse would receive 
this explanation and disclaimer now. 

Mr. HARRIS, of lilmow (Mr. T. further 
yielding,) inquired of the gentleman from Mussis- 
sippi whether the report of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury gave the transfer of these balances? 

Mr. THOMPSON repiied, that in June, 1847, as 
he understood it, this money was carried wo the 
surplus fund; that that tact was reported in the 
December following, but that the fact of drawing 
the money from this fund, on the ground upon 
which it was done, had never, so far as he Knew, 
been reported to the Congress of the United 
States. 

Mr. McLANE desired to know of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, as the member of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means who had had this Indian 


appropriation bill referred to him, if, the sum of. 


| money drawn from the Treasury by the warrant 


ber of the Committee of Ways and Means, and || referred to, was a sum of money belonging to that 


who brought it forward on the authority of a per- 
aon whose name he was very»unwilling to dis- 


clove? 
Mr. THOMPSON. That is a 


tion, and it requires a direct answer. I believe a 


per ihege | give the gentieman an answer, having never 


| cluss of appropriations which, by law, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had the right to transfer 
from one branch of the service to another? 

Mr. THOMPSON replied, that he could: no 


salia- 


whenever he thoughta flugrant abuse exisied; and | 


he thought the gentleman would comprehend that || 
mittee; that he had called upon the Secretary of | 
He had | 


Now | 


member of the Committee of Ways and Means, || 
to state what he knew: he had swted what had || 
been done in committee, and the long delay of the | 
Secretary in answering his inquiry was jusufica- | 


June 18, 


factorily investigated that matter. This was 2 
inquiry which had been put to him by severa| rth 
temen in conversation: he could not answer, 
But this was nota question involving transfe 
from one head of appropriations to another, |yy; . 
taining entirely to the surplus fund,and the effen 
produced by returning money under the law of 95 
into the Treasury of the United Statés, which w 
quite a different affair. ‘This appropriation which 
went tothe surplus fund, was for the removal of 
the Seminole Indians: at the end of the two years, j 
|| was not found necessary to draw it from the Tress. 
} ury for the purpose of carrying out the objects for 
which it was appropriated: it was therefore, accord. 
| ing to law, returned into the Treasury of the Up; 
| ted States, under the head of surplus junds. Sub. 
sequently it might have been found necessary io 
use the same money for the purpose for which it 
was originally appropriated. Now, the object of 
this investigation was to furnish the Secretar 
|| with an opportunity to give the grounds upon 
|| which he acted in thus drawing this money, which 


without a reappropriation by Congress. Por his 


had gone to the surplus fund, from the Treasury 
+ own part, from the investigation which he had 


| made, he could not say that he entertained a deci. 
ded. belief that the Secretary had acted whol! 
without authority of law; but this fact he would 
|| state, that the money went into the surplus fund 

and had been drawn from the Treasury without 


| 
} reappropriation: and such a state of facts re. 
i] 





quired explanation. 

Mr. STRONG interposed, and (the floor being 
yielded) said, as the gentleman from Mississippi 
‘seemed to understand this case better than any 
| other genlemanwho had given his views in regard to 
it, he desired to ask the gentleman, what theie was 
in the case that a committee could ascertain, which 
could not be ascertained by a resolution of inquiry 
directed to the Secretary of the Treasury? The 
| raising Of a committee of investigation implied a 
|| charge; a resolution of inquiry implied no such 
|| thing, as he understood it. 

Mr. THOMPSON replied, that if a committee 
were raised, an opportunity would be afforded w 
| the Secretary of the Treasury to give the grounds 
upon which he had drawn the money out of the 

reasury, without authority of law, as this must 
be admitted to be an irregular proceeding. Tie 
| question, then, for the committee of investigation 





| to determine was, whether the money had gone 
| into the Treasury properly or not, and whether it 
| had been drawn out improperly or not? These 
|| were questions which, he thought, the commitee 
| of investigation could and ought to examine. 
| Mr. DISNEY inquired whether, in case the 
| money was not expended within two years, under 
| the statute of ’95, the same could have been used 
| without a reappropriation by Congress? 
| Mr. THOMPSON replied that, in his opinion, 
| the money could not be used without a reappro- 
| priation by Congress; but there are exceptions in 
cases of appropriations for objects which are to be 
continued, and this would be a subject for the in- 
| vestigation of the committee. The usual custom 
with the departments was, when the money was not 
needed within two years, it was technically drawn 
out of the Treasury and placed to the credit of the 
disbursing officer. 

He did not see the necessity for this peculiar 
sensitiveness on the part of gentlemen on the other 
side. He did not believe that there was any im- 
propriety in this investigation: on the contrary, 
any gentleman of nice sensibility, whose honur 
was in any way impeached, would rather court 
investigation, in order that his conduct might be 
explained and his honor vindicated. Here was 
an irregular proceeding; every gentleman must 
feel that an explanation was needed, and there 
could be no impropriety in the friends of the Sec- 
retary even pressing a full and free examination, 
if they felt a consciousness that there was 110 seu- 
blance of official misconduct. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey. From what has 
been said on the other side of the House, it '8 
clear that two points chiefly are presented; one !S, 
that money has been drawn, without authority of 
law, by the Secretary of the Treasury; because, 
although originally appropriated to the purpose 
for which it was used, it had, from lapse of time, 

to the account of * Funds.” The 
version alluded to by the honorable gentleman 
from Mississippi, (Mr. Tuompson,)} that it had so 
passed, in error, as he was informed, if correct, 
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. only show that a mistake in keeping the 
oe oP sekred. If so, | may say, i had 
heen corrected sand properly so, by the head of the 
department—who thus broaght bark the money— 
subject to his warrant, for the original appropria- 











MT he other point presented is, that by law there | 
js authority 10 trans:er from moneys properly 
arried to the account of surplus funds, amounts 
needed for specific public purposes, These points 
are against inquiry, on the grounds assumed; for 
if either point be established, there is surely no | 
need of inquiry at all—still less of a select com- | 
mittee, with power to send for persons and papers, | 
inorder to ascertain what offence against the law || 
has been committed. As suggested by the honor- | 
able gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Staona,] |} 
a simple resolution of inquiry would have accom- 
plished the object, in order to put the House in || 
ossession of all requisite information, 
[ put it to gentlemen on both sides of the House, || 
whether it is courteous, and fair, and manly, to 
make charges in such language as is contained in 
this resolution—involving high delinquency, per- 
sonal as well as Official, without any substantive 
allegation by a member of this House, on his | 
own authority, or on that of any responsible au- | 
thor, to give even color to such charges? The | 
honorable mover of these resolutions disclaims | 
aay such inferenee, from the language he has used, || 
and confines himself to objections to the Secreta- || 
ry’s course, as being without authority of law. } 
But it is not sufficient, in my view, here among | 
us, to make such disclaimer, while the charge || 
stands, in writing and in print, stamped with the |) 
authority of the vote of two-thirds of the members || 
of this House, and circulating throughout the || 
country. The contradiction now is even too tardy || 
to overtake the undeserved allegations of wrong. | 
Gentlemen on the other side of the House, as || 
well as on this, must feel the propriety of limiting || 
inquiries through special committees of investiga: || 


tion to matters of real importance, and based upon || man from Ohio |Mr, Capiz) whether he knew || ury bimself, 


sufficient proofs, instead of making narrow points, || 
accompanied by general and offensive imputations, | 
the ground of such inquiries. The Secretary of | 


the Treasury in the resolutions, stands charged in || 
the general terms, of having used and appropriated || 


“ Without authority of law.” 

Mr. KING. Well, ** without authority” is | 
contrary to law. And the gentleman now says, 
that the money has been used for public purposes. | 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I call the attention of the | 
House to these facts and explanations. A direct 
charge of using and appropriating public moneys 
without authority of law, is narrowed down to 
such use, for public purposes, under a construction 
of law which may prove entirely legal, or under | 
an error of book-keeping, which the Secretary not | 
only had a right, but was bound to correct. The 
gentleman from Ohio, moving the resolution, did 
not really know what the point of inquiry was, 
beyond the belief, founded upon hearsay, that the 
Secretary had used moneys passed to the account 
of * surplus funds,’? without authority of law; and 
really, that gentleman seems to have derived much © 
of the information upon which he was trustingly 
ae to what has been since stated to the 

ouse by the honorable member from Mississippi. 
Nor did he seem to know the effect of the laws re- 
ferred to by that gentleman, or by the gentleman || 
from Maryland. Altogether, the ground of inquiry, 
compared with the terms in which it is couched, 
are singularly at variance. 

If there is a law permitting the use of surplus 
funds, under given circumstances, and this is one 
of those circumstances, there is no offence, and no 
ground of inquiry, still less of censure, in the terms 
of that inquiry. If there is no such law, and there 
i$ any unauthorized use of money in the Treasury, 
even for public purposes, { am for an inquiry, and 
80 are my friends around me; but | desire that the 
facts should be stated to the House, not through 
any prejudiced or prejadging medium, but upon 
the Secretary’s answer to a simple, considerate, 
and respectful resolution of inquiry. I say more; | 
itis impossible to know the grounds upon which | 
the Secretary of the Treasury has proceeded, until 

is answer is received. 

Mr. SWEETSER explained. He repeated what 
he had before said, and he would now tell the gen- 
Ueman, that in relation to the charge contained in 
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|| (Mr. 3.) declared that he made no personal impu- 








the resolution, he (Mr. S.) had no explanation to | 
give. He said again, that the charge was against 
the Secretary of the Treasury in his official ca- |, 
pacnty. The charge. was, tuat he had used this | 
money in his official capacity alone; and when he | 


uation against that officer, he (Mr. 8.) did not 
take back one jot or uttle of the charge, as it re- || 
lated to his official capacity. Mr. 8. alluded to |! 
the requirements of the act of "95, and remarked, | 
that the act to which the gentleman from Mary- || 
land (Mr. McLane] had referred, did not relate to 
these Indian appropriations. He also referred to 
the statement made by the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. ‘T'nompson,} and remarked, that in 


|| no case where the money bad passed to the sur- 


plus fund, had any officer dared to draw it out, 
except upon specific appropriation made. 
Mr. KiNG. IL leave it to the judgment of the 


|| House, if the gentieman’s explanation has re- | 


moved the objections made to the tenor of the res- 
olution, and whether sufficient authority has been 
produced by him to justify the course he pursued, 
L ask of the House—and especially of the gentle- 
men opposite—to give to the Secretary of the 


| Treasury, simply, the measure of justice which in 


similar cases they would claim fur themselves— 
to discard gratuitous imputauons, personal and | 
official, and to adopt regular resolutions of inquiry. 
i will then go as tar as any one in probing this 


|| Matter to the bottom. 


Mr. CABLE, of Qhio, interposed, and (Mr. 
Kine yielding the floor) asked, Does not the gen- 
tlemman know that the Cabinet in council have had 
that matter under consideration, and a majorly 
thereof condemned the act ? 

Mr. KING. So far from it, I_ know nothing 
either of the deliberations or devermination of the 
Cabinet, and | am surprised that such a question 
should be made, or that such an intimation should 
come from that part of the House, 








. 1231 


Mr. BISSELL moved that the motion to recon- 


sider be laid upon the table, 


Mr. VINTON asked the yeas and nays on that 
mouon. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, appealed to the 


| gentieman from Llinoia (Mr. Bissaen) to witir- 


draw the motion, to-enable him (Mur, S.) to say a 
few words. 

Mr. BISSELL did so, (conditionally, as is 
seemed.) 

So the motion to lay the motion to reconsider 


| on the table wes withdrawn. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, proceded with 
hig remarks. He cad that afier latening with 
much attention to the debate which had taken 
place this morning, he had come to the conclusion 
that it would be a graceful act on the part of gen- 
tlemen on the Democratic side of the House, to 
vote in favor of the motion to reconsider the vote 
by which this resolution had been adopted. If he 
had not thought so—if he had not been of a diffur- 
ent opinion from most of these gentiemen who had 
spoken upon that side, he should not have sai a 
single word. it seemed to be perfectly clear that 
nothing dishonorable or cerrupt was charged 
against the Secretary of the Treasury; and, as was 
to be inferred from the very approprmie question 
put by the gentleman from Pennsylvouia, every- 
thing that could be obiained by means of a com- 
mitiee of investigation could be obtained by a 
simple resoluuon of inquiry. The facta were of 
such a nature as to render it impossible to conceal 
them. Why should the House adopt a course 
calculated to throw censure upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury, when no one suspected him of a 
graver wrong than such as might be involved i a 
mistake—if such a mistake had been made-—~im the 
construction of an act.of Congress. #1e (Mr, 3.) 
should vote in accordance with this view, More 
out of respect to himself and to the Democrave 
party of which he,was a member, than from any 


Mr, CONRAD desired to inquire of the gentle- || thnderness towards the Secretary of the Trena- 


anything about it? 
Mr. CASEY put a similar question. 
After some conversation on a point of order— 


lt could not be denied that such 


i} an investigation. did imply censure; and when 
1} 5 } 


|| that investigation was 
|| when the facts could be as readily 


allogether unnecessary, 
adduced 


Mr. KING said, he would settle the point of or- || by another process involving no such censure, 
der, by asking the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr, | 
the public money contrary to law. | CaBLe,] by what authority he had made the siate- 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposing. | ment, or asked the question? 


Mr. CABELL. I did not make itas a charge; 


but to ascertain if the gentleman was familiar with | 


the Cabinet doings, To show what my motive of 


but have not returned the money ! 


man from New Jersey [Mr. Kine] knew, or ex- 
pected that the present Cabinet would reverse any 
order for the payment of money ? 


inquiry was, | have heard upon pretty good au- | 
thority, that the Cabinet had condemned the act, || to the drafis of the Treasury officers 


Mr. CARTTER inquired whether the gentle- | 


i 
Mr. KING said, the gentleman was like his || ed that this was not a very grave matter, and that, 


why should the Elouse adopt the former and 
| more objectionable course? If this, appropria- 
tion had been improperly carried to. the surplus 
fund, it was put there against the law; and if such 
was the fuct, then, as the gentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. Kine] had remarked, it was bui an error 
in book-keeping, and the money would be sulyect 
Suppose 
thatthe Secretary of the Treasury had made a 
blunder, and, under a misconstruction of the jaw, 
had taken the money.out of the Treasury. ‘That 
error was seen and acknowledged. He (Mir.S.) did 
not know how the facts were. But he epprehend- 


colleague, (Mr. Disnex,}] who could see nothing || perhaps, similar occurrences had frequently taken 
that was right in the financial acts of the Adminis- \| place, and although it might demonstrate what he 
tration. When such questions shail properly come | believed to be true, that the Secretary of the 
up, | trust they will be met successfully—they cer- || Treasury, at the time he entered upon his office, 
tainly will not be blinked. || had not the experience requisite for the discharge 
But ‘1 will simply declare here, and in the face of || of its dufies—yet it did not show that he was 
the country, that in its control of the financial, do- || corrupt, or that he had done any serious injury 
mestic, and foreign affairs of the nation, this Ad- || to the Government; for no one contended that he 
inistration will bear a favorable comparison with || had appropriated the money to improper uses. 
any which has preceded it, || He (Mr. S.) should, therefore, vote in favor of 
But the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. || the motion to reconsider, in the hope that a reso- 
Tuompson,] asks, Why so much sensitiveness || lution of inquiry would be adopted, by which all 
on this side of the House to such inquiries? Does || the facts of the case might be made known. 
not the gentlentan know that sensitiveness is be- || Mr. ROOT said, that he had listened to the re- 
coming, when gentlemen are charged with unwor- || marks of gentiemen on ail sides of the House—— 
thy conduct? ves he not fee! that the honorand || Me. SEANTON interposed and said, that at the 
character of men at the head of the departments are || moment of taking his seat, he had forgotten to re- 
public property, not to be lightly assailed, or coolly deem the pledge which he had given w the gentle- 
defended ? 1 know of no rule that enjoins silence, or || man from Illinois, (Mr. Bissert,| to renew the 
calmness. When such assertions are made, pri- || motion to lay the mouon to reconsider on ihe la- 
vate honor and public honor alike forbid. But! |) ble. 


will tell gentlemen on both sides of this House,|| A brief conversation followed, when 
Mr. BISSELL waived the motion. 


make out your case or the semblance of it, ard I || 

will go with you in probing matters to the bottom; || Mr. ROOT proceeded with his remarks. He 
but short of that, and from high considerations of || had, he said, listened to the remarks of gentiemen 
public duty, | pause, and éall upon you to pause. \ on both sides of the House, with a view, if pogsi- 
And, therefore, | ask the House to reconsider the || ble, to ascertain the length and breadth of the 
vote by which, yesterday, they did an uninten- || question now under discussion. tle could not, 
tional wrong; for 1 am sure the tenor and purport || for the life of him, understand what necessity there 
of the resolutions which were then by a || was fer a committee of investigation, unless in- 





vote of two-thirds, will not be deliberately sus- || deed it should be a commitiee to investigate the 
tained and reaffirmed by a vote ofa majority to- || law. It seemed thata certain balance of an old 
day. "a appropriation had been earried to the surplus fuad 
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—whether correctly or not, he should not under- | form—whenever there is good reason to believe 
take to decide, nor did*he-thinks that the House’)! that there is matter requiring inveeugation, | sfiall 


could decide, Sabsequentiy the Seeretary of the 
loterior, and probably the Secretary of the Treas- || 


ury, believed Unat thie money had been erroneeusl y 


i 
} 
| 
| 


be in favor of it. 
1 comply with the wishes of many gentlemen 
around me, by moving the previous‘quesuion, He 


carried to that fund. It was then drawn out and |ssubsequently withdrew the motion. 


appropriated to the use of the Government—not | 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, had the law read, 


syuandered—not expended upon illegal or anav- || which authorized the President, upon application 


thorized objects—not expended contrary to law, 


but to pay a debt due by the Government of the | 


|| of certain heads of vepartments, to direct tie Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury to draw from the ‘Treasury | 


United States. What, then, was there in the | certain surplus money of unexpended appropria- 
whoie case? It might-be found that the money || tions, and then he argued that, whettrer this money 
had been properly transferred to the surplus-fund || was legally or illegaiily drawn from the Treasury, 


of the United States, and that the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury was mistaken in supposing it wo have 
been improperly transferred there. 


it might be || to cover the whole case. 


it was doubtless done under the direction of the 
President, and the inquiry should be broad enough 


that the money had been erroneously drawn out | said,) he considered that the whole subject was 
of that fund, but he (Mr. R.) had not heard any || properly before the Committee of Ways and 
gentleman say that it had been squandered, or ap-)) Means, and after the statement of the honorable 
plied to the payment of any invalid claim, or with || gentleman from Mississippi, he was disposed to 


any impropermotive. Ie admitted the necessity of 


| 
| 
However, (Mr. Mcl. | 
| 


j 
| 


_ reconsider, and instruct tne Committee of Ways || 


holding the officers of the Government to a rigid || and Means to report to this House the result of || 


accoumability; he admitted the necessity of strict || their inquiries. 


Mr. McL. examined at length | 


regulations in the transactionof the public business. || the obligation of the House to proceed with any || 
But was it mecessary that a select committee of || inquiry upon the responsibie statement of a mem- 
investigation should be raised? Not at all, in his || ber of this House without requiring him to expose 


judgement. 


The Committee of Ways and Means || his sources of information, and dissented altogether 


could pursue the inquiry as well and quite as ef- || from the positions taken by the gentleman from 
fecuually. Or the Conmiittee on Pablic Expendi- Louisiana on this point. He acknowledged the 
tures, whose daty it was to examine into the state || right of a member to make his charges without | 
of Uie several departments, and to inquire whether || disclosing his proof or his sources of information, | 
the public moneys had been expended conformea- || 


bly to law, might be instructed to inquire into the || 


matter and report the facts to the Huuse; in fact, 


|| disclosed a totally different state of facts. Nothing 


it waa their peculiar business to iook: into all such || 


matters as these. A resolution had been intro- | 


SER,| to inveSugate the charge growing out of this 
transaction, ‘he gentleman dediared that he 
made the charge against the Secretary of the | 
‘Treasury in his official capacity—that he did not | 
make it against him ia bis private capacity. But 


duced by the gentleman from Omo, [Mr. Sweer- || 


suppose an impeachment should grow out of it, || 


would not the Secretary be punished in bis private | 
character for his offiert acts? it reminded him of 
the lunguage which had been attributed to the 
Pepe in regard to a certain dignified character who | 
combined im his own person the attributes of Gen- | 
eral and Cardinal. On being arraigned for some 
act which he had done, he replied that he had | 
done it in hig character as General and that that 
had nothing to do with his character as Cardinal. | 
To which the Pope replied, “If the devil gets the 


of the Cardinal?’* and T cannot, (continued Mr. | 
R.,) in the present case, see precisely the distinc- 


tion which is attempted to be drawn, nor the effect || 


Upon this question he entertained no doubt; but 
the statement of the gentleman from Mississippi | 


. . Ler o 14 : . 
remained for this House but to direct that gentle- | Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Suong, 
mao to proceed with his inquiries, and report the || 


result thereof to this House. 
Mr. TUCK said: Mr. Speaker, this Congress | 


will be regarded as peculiar tor several things, and \ 


among others, for the number of charges of" mal- |) Bissell, Bowlin, Boyd, Buel, foseph Cable, George A. 


|, Rockwell, Root, 





feasance snd misfeasance, made against the Cab- |) 


inet of the present Executive, and- against other , 


officers under this Administration. I must be per- | 


mitied to say, that if l were to judge from the’| 
manner in which these numerous charges are made | 
and followed up, and not from the character of | 
gentlemen as they are known 1m private, l-should | 


conclude that certain members believed 1t morally i 
‘| impossible to adminisier the disbursement of 


public money without yielding to the temptanons 
to dishonesty and peculation. 
conceive of any fair standard of’ decisior, by”) 
motives, and to attack the honesty of individuals | 
occiipying high official stauon. 


‘The last. important investigation which origin- || 


ated in this undue readiness to charge dishonesty, 


lL am utaole to | 


| which men can be so switt-footed to impeach the {| 
soul of the General, what will become of the soul 


' 


| Parker, Peaslee, Pdtier, Powell, 


| Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George 


Sune 18, 


The SPEAKER. If the motion to’ i 
shoald be laid upon the table, the resolution state 

assed and the investigation will go on. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
motion aa Sane a. 

Mr.8 asked the yeas an 
that motion; which were refused 4 nays on 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
negative, Without a count. 

the House decided that the motio 

sider should not be laid upon the table. 

The question then recurred on the demand fy, 
the previous question. 

ere was asecond. And the main question 

(on the motion to reconsider) was ordered to be 
now taken. 

Mr. SWEETSER asked the 
and they were ordered. 

The question was taken and decided in the ag. 
firmative—yeas 125, nays 57; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Ashmuy 
Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Bokee, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie’ 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, ‘Thomas 
B. Baler, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Chingman, Cole. 
Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dim: 
mick, Dixon, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathay 


n to. recon. 


yeas and nays; 


, Evans, Ewing, Powler, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow 
| Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Baym aud, 


Hebard, Henry, Uilliard, Holladay, Houston, Howe, Hunter 
Joseph. W. Jackson, William T. Jackson, Janes L. Jotinson, 
G. King, James @. 

King, Jon A. King, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Horace 
Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Matieson, McVowell, Me- 
Gaughey, McKissock, Robert M. McLane, Finis E McLean, 
Meacham, Millson, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Nes, Ogle, Or; 
Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, obbins, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Seliermerhorn, 

Schoolcraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Staniy, 


Taylor, James Thompson, John B. Thompson, Willian 
‘Thompson, Tharman, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Wakio, Watkins, Wetlborn, White, Williams, 


Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, and Woodward—125, 
NAYS— 


Messrs, Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, 


Caldwell, Cartier, Williamson Ri W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, 
Disney, Edmundson, Featherston, Fitch; Fuller, Gorman, 
Green, Hall, Hamilton, Isham, G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hoagland, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, 
Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Littlefield, 
MeClernand, McMatien, Me Willie, Meade, Morris, Ulls, 

Richardson, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Walden, 
Wallace, Wildrick, Wood, and Young—57. 

So the resolution was reconsidered. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution— 

Mr. SWEETSER said he had no_ personal 
feelings in this matter. A’s he had already ap- 
nounced to the House, he had from the beginning 
no pride to subserve in the course which he had 
taken, He had moved the resolution purely ia 
discharge of a public duty, believing that the use 


| of this money, which—it seemed to be admitted 


et a a ee ee | cleat ete, a a ae 


of it, I cannot see that it amounts to anything. | 
The mover of the resolution disclaims any impu- | 
tation upon the Secretary of the Treasury. ‘Io || 
my mind, the language of the resolution does || 
clearly convey such an imputation. But there is || 


was the laborious investigation in regard’ to our || on all hands—was from the surplus fund, had 
Doorkeeper. ‘That invesugation was pursued wm been,without authority of law. Inasmuch as it - 
its end, on solemn charges made by a member!) had been the pleasure of the House to reconsider 
against Mr. Horner, and resuited in the manner || the resolution, some of his political friends differ- 
we all know. ‘I'tie committee, on tat occa- || ing with him in respect to the course which he had 


a difference of opinion as to what the import of | 
the language is, and that of itseif, to my mind, is 
a sufficient reason why the vote should be recon- 
sidered in order that the phraseology of the reso- 
lution fnay be made stehjheint and plain. 

Something has been said about the sensitiveness | 
of gentlemen on this side of the House. 1 do | 
not know a 
Ohio (Mr. Diswey) should inrpute any sich feet- | 


ing to meé, in connection with a he made upon || 
have never || 


the Secrétary' of the Treasury. 
spoken to that gentleman, (Mr. R. was understwod | 
to sey.) So far ag he discharges his duty to the 
country with fidelity, I will go for him. If that 


punish him, aa 1 would give a similar vote in the | 


n what ground the gentleman from || 


readily vote to investigate that mater, and to 


case of any other man—no more, no less. Per- 
sonaily, 1 nave no feeling in tie mater. tf do not 
care a straw aboutit. But respect to myself, and 
respect to the body of which 
quires that I should not act rashty, and that! 


| 


am a member, re- i 


sion, considered with appropriate formality, what 


|| * James’? had said to another page “‘ at the cake 


table,” and whether Mr. Horner trad'not corrupuly 


discharged him; and the whole proceedings were || 


laid on the table; on the mouon of a particular 
friend of the member who made the original 
charge, who gave as a reason for the motion he 
male, that it was “too small business.” I think, 
if this subject-should be pursued, it would end in 
becoming ** too small business” tor our considera- 
ion with due regard to self-respect. 

The resolution which it is proposed to reconsid- 
er, is in bad taste, indicative of a bad spirit, and is 


| unjust towards the Secretary of the Incerior,’ I will 
officer does anything that is wrong, I will ‘as |) 


not argue this quesuon; if a man cannot detect ns 
want of good taste, and its actual injustice, with- 
out one word of comment, | shall despair uf ever 
convincing himon that subject. As I anderstand 
the facts, as now confessed on all sides, the whole 
error, it any exists, isan error in book-keeping, 
and nothing more or less. The country has lost 
io money, and no person has gained any. I 


should not mete out to the Secretary of the Treas- || cannot propose to dispose of this charge, by calling 


or 


& less measure of justice than that which || it “too small business,”’ bat I will do the next 


# ould be meted out to any other honorable man. |) best thing in my power, and will call for the pre- 
I hope that the vote will be reconsidered; and that || vious question. 


if any resolation is to be adopted, it shall be | 


Mr. INGE moved that the mation to reconsider 


adopted deliderately, 80 that all may know pre- || be laid upon the table. 


cisely what’ its import is. For my own part, I | 
have voted for all these investigations. I have 

voted for them under the last 
under thie. Whenever a charge is put ina proper 


ministration and 


Mr. VINTON rose to make an inquiry of the 
Chair. If the motion to lay on the table the mo- 
tion to reconsider should be agreed to, would the 
investigation (he asked) go on? 


i 





pursued, he had but a single remark to make. Oa 
yesterday, when he had offered the resolution, he 
had desired to make the explanation which he had 
made to-day—to gre the information upon which 
he had acted, as far as it was proper to give it, and 
to state his views of the propriety of offering the 
resolution—he had been called to order. He now 
rose to offer a modification of the resolution which 
he had yesterday moved; and he now stated to the 
House and the country, that had he known that 
this matter had been brought before the Committee 
of Ways and Means—such was his confidence in 
that conimittee—he would have left it to them with 
pleasure. iirc had no desire—being a junior mem- 
ber of the House—to figure before them in any 
matter where public duty did not require his action, 
He abatéd naujrht from the full force of the resolu- 
tion which he /aad offered in the first instance. 
this country was to be governed by law; if the 
House of Representatives—— <p 
Mr. CARTTER interposed, and inquired if 
there was any question before the House’ _ 
The SPE RER replied, that the question re- 
curred upon the adoption of the resoluuion, which 


was the i uestion. . 
Mr. IWEETSER (continuing) said that this 
House, being charged by the Constitution and 
laws with the custody of the public moneys, 
conceived that whenever any member had inforn- 
ation which indaced him to believe that there 


had been a misapp if the p | 
would be deretiee to his duty if fe did not 


blic money, he, 
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